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(of the complete work). 
"Though popular in its style, it grapples none the less ably 
and intelligently with many of the difficulties which are presented 
on every side at the present day. The writer has a great grasp 
of every subject he handles, and is also most extensively read. 
His vindication of the Bible, of miracles, and of leading doc- 
trines is one of the ablest we have read." — Christian Work, 

"It is singularly clear and felicitous in reasoning, apposite 
and attractive in illustration, simple and forcible in language, 
and it strikes upon the spirit with the true power of a felt 
Christian £aith. It contains much that is valuable to an inquir- 
ing mind, much that concerns those who have to do with the 
inquiring, and a great deal that will fascinate and improve those 
who delight in excellent argument excellently put." — British 
Controversialist. 

" We are exceedingly obliged to him for his plain, practical, 
and popular answers to the rationalistic objections to Christi- 
anity which are now so common. This little work, by the 
blessing of God, will be very useful to young persons of a scepti- 
cal turn of mind." — Sword and Trowel. 

" A manly argument for Christianity, in that tone and temper 
in which rationalistic doubt can alone be successfully treated." — 
English Independent. 

"This elegant and eloquent little volume ought to receive 
special favour from business men. It is the flowing utterance of 
one of themselves. OriginaUy given as lectures ' in the town of 
Liverpool,' in its present form it may be found not unsuitable for 
^* thoughtful commercial men. The style is clear, vigorous, and 

attractive. " — Liverpool A Ibion, , 

"The fourth part, on 'The Over-exactness of Religious 
Systems/ is worthy of the highest commendation. It is wise 
and timely, and philosophically true ; it shows practical know- 
ledge of man as well as psychological insight. It deserves to be 
carefully studied, not only by teachers of the young, but also by 
preachers and all religious instructors." — Nonconformist. 
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PREFACE. 

•^ I ^HIS little Volume originated in two Lectures 
-*• lately delivered in the town of Liverpool, 
and which were designed to meet in a popular 
form the Rationalistic objections to Christianity, 
now so common. Having been addressed mainly 
to commercial men, care was taken to avoid, as 
much as possible, technical terms and theolo- 
gical subdeties. The writer feels, indeed, that 
as a man of business himself, he is not entided 
to deal with the subject except in a plain and 
practical way. This way, besides, appears to 
him best adapted for gaining many to the 
cause of truth who might otherwise miss the 
mark. A deep persuasion of this has led to the 
publication of these remarks. 



viii Preface. 

The first two- parts only were delivered as 
Lectiires, the remainder having been added from 
a feeling that infelicitous modes of teaching 
religion to the young haye not unfrequentl| 
given rise to a distaste for religion itself, and 
hence, by too easy a transition, to doubts of it: 
truth. To protect the rising generation against 
this source of infidelity, should we not oftener 
resort to that style of teaching, so elementary, 
and yet so profound, to which our Saviour Him- 
self has given the weight of His example? 

Liverpool, 
July, 187a. 



PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION. 

'Tr^HAT this little Volume has met with such 
-*• general acceptance is very gratifying to the 
Author, as an indication that in its publication 
he has not missed his aim. If it has cleared 
the views and deepened the convictions of any ^ 
in reference to the truth of Christianity, he is 
grateful to the Author of all good, and is amply 
compensated. 

The third part is not essential to the complete- 
ness of his argument, and the fourth, on the 
Shorter Catechism, has served its purpose in giving 
expression to the Author's views respecting that 
formulary as a manual for the yoimg. In this 
Edition, therefore, at the request of friends, and 
to secure the concurrence of readers who havcj 
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expressed their approval of the character and 
design of the Volume, as an argument for the 
credibility of Christianity, he omits those parts. 
On the questions therein discussed there are 
differences of opinion, and it is hoped that by 
the omission of those parts a still wider circula- 
tion may be secured for his litde book. 

December ^rd, 187% 
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PART I. 
RATIONALISM AND THE BIBLE. 

CHAPTER I. 

INTRODUCTORY. 

THE present age is one of intense mental 
activity; the human intellect is incessantly 
engaged in probing the foundations of all things, 
human and divine; no received opinion, however 
sacred, is allowed to remain unquestioned, and 
every weak joint in the armour of truth is the 
mark for a thousand arrows. 

That most precious of all gifts to humanity — the 
Christian religion — stands in the forefront of the 
battle ; around it rages a violent storm of contro- 
versy, the most powerful artillery of the human 
mind assails it on every vulnerable point; whether 



dtlx; 



VQ 






lATTP^^- 






irT 



hiir'Miij 2H1. Ill* 



lu* 



4 The Credibility of the Christian Rdif^, 

on the side of historical criticism^ physical science, 
or psychology, it is attacked with consummate 
skill, and the minds of the faithful are perplexed by 
the subtle objections of the adversaries. In former 
ages the anti-Christian controversy was conducted 
in a coarser fashion. The infidelity of Paine and 
Voltaire was revolting to spiritual minds, and 
though it supplied plausible arguments against 
Christianity to t}iose who were already hostile, it 
was comparatively innocuous to true believers. 
A different and more deadly warfare is waged in the 
present day. An afifected admiration of Christ and 
His teaching is paraded alongside of arguments 
which would sap His authority, and undermine 
all reverence for Holy Scripture. A weak, emas- 
culated mixture, called Christianity, is substituted 
for the sacred utterance of the oracles of God, and 
mankind are told they may select this or reject that 
at their fancy, and construct each for himself a 
theory of religion to which the name of Christ is 
appended for decenc/s sake. There are of course 
endless modificati'^ns of the programme. Some 
schools of theosophists admit more than others. 
Some revere the person of Christ, and allow that 
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His teachmg may have been true, but hold that wfe 
have so imperfect a report of His words, we camiot 
now obtain a true likeness of the original. Others, 
more foolhardy, deny that the Master Himself was 
infallible, and argue that His sayings may be 
criticised like Shakespeare's, and the wheat separated 
from the chaff by a process of eclecticism. Some 
base their arguments mainly on the corruptness of 
the sacred text; others on the ignorance of the 
men who wrote it; some accept the moral teaching, 
but reject the Supernatural ; others find fault even 
with the morality. It would be wearisome and out 
of place here to review all the phases of modem 
unbelief; suffice it to say that their name is legion, 
and their influence is diffused most widely even 
among Christian society. It has struck the writer 
that the vigour of the defence has not been propor- 
tioned to the vehemence of the attack, and that 
more might be urged in favour of a sound and 
hearty faith in Scriptural Christianity than has yet 
been done. At all events, the arguments of apolo- 
gists are too much confined to detached points of 
the system, and fail to set forth with sufficient 

emphasis what must always weigh most with the 

2 



6 The Credibility of the Christian Religion. 

average of human minds, viz., the credibility of the 
Christian revelation as a whole. We propose to 
consider in these pages some of the practical 
aspects of Christianity which recommend it to 
the unsophisticated human mind, and point out 
how irreconcilable are many of the modem objec- 
tions with any plan of revealed religion that could 
possibly meet the wants of the human race. 



CHAPTER //. 

THE NECESSITY OF A REVELATION PROVED BY 

HISTORY. 

BUT first we are told by many that a revelation 
is unnecessary. Has not God — say they — 
given to all men reason and conscience, and does 
not His spirit work in all hearts, leading them, if 
they choose, to the knowledge of His will? Has 
not the spirit of God spoken through Socrates and 
Plato, as well as Christ ? May not even Buddha 
and Confucius have heard His sacred voice, and 
proclaimed to the myriads of the East all that they 
require to know about their Maker? It is a 
favourite view with many that God has been speak- 
ing in all the ages, and manifesting Himself through 
prophets equal in authority to, or at least as truly 
inspired as, Jesus Christ Those who hold this 
view of course repudiate the exclusive claims of 
Christianity; their theory is absolutely incon> 

2* 



8 The Credibility of the Christian JReiigion. 

patible with those in numerable sayings of Christ, in 
which He demands absolute allegiance from all men, 
and announces that He, and He only, is the Lord of 
quick and dead, the only begotten Son, the Saviour 
of the world. Either Christ had as little right to 
make these claims as Mahomet, or his real teaching 
has been so lost amid a cloud of tradition that we 
can only trace a few faint outlines. It is perfectly 
clear that this view as to the equality of all re 
velations, or rather the necessity for none, is equi- 
valent to the rejection of the Christian scheme, and 
the Bible can never maintain its authority among 
men if it be allowed that the Koran, or the Vedas, 
or the Golden Book of Mormon, are to divide with 
it the honour of being the utterance of God. 

But what does history say to this theory of 
an all-prevading and ever-present manifestation of 
God? Do we find that in all ages and in all 
climes the spiritual and moral state of mankind 
has been steadily advancing? Do we find that a 
higher civilization has been steadily supplanting the 
lower, and that mankind in all parts of the world 
have been coming by consentaneous movement to 
the recognition of those sublime truths that we 
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have learned from tlie Bibl^? All this we would 
have a right to expect if God had manifested 
Himself alike to all people, and in all times. We 
find just the opposite; we find nowhere a steady 
advance of humanity, except under the influence of 
Bible teaching and Christian morality. 

In support of this assertion, let us first glance at 
the religions of the East We find the Hinduism 
of modem India a vile and corrupting system, 
incapable of regenerating mankind, and showing 
no advance, but a retrogression from the com- 
parative purity of the Vedic hymns ; we find even 
now widow-burning and self-torture sanctioned, nay 
enjoined, by the Brahminical priesthood ; and till 
Christianity had Cast its pure rays on that darkened 
race, there did not arise among the two hundred 
millions of India a single teacher who could shake 
the hoary fabric of superstition. Let us turn to 
China, and we find another effete religion of nature, 
perhaps not so noisome in its doctrines as 
Hinduism, but equally incapable of elevating the 
moral life of the people, or bringing them into 
anything like a noble and progressive civilization. 
It is not our intention here to examine the 
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doctrinal systems of heathendom, but to judge 
them by their fruits, and so we will not refer to the 
systems of Buddha and Confucius, the so-called 
prophets of China, beyond saying that, except 
some dry moral aphorisms, they supply no food for 
the spiritual wants of man, and that China has 
remained some three thousand years or more, that 
is, as far back as history extends, in the same 
torpid corrupt state of civilization it now exhibits. 
Materialism is its faith, the future has no hopes or 
no terrors, and a practical atheism broods over that 
vast section of mankind; nor will it ever be 
dispelled till the light of Christ shines into the 
dark void. We are not unaware that certain lofty 
and true utterances are ascribed to Brahma and 
Buddha and the Sikh Gooroos. Those legendary 
characters have a nimbus of radiance around them, 
which attracts the reverential gaze of the student 
of antiquity, and certainly there have come down 
to us sayings ascribed to them which indicate truer 
views of goodness than their modem expounders 
possess. We do not deny that among heathen 
philosophers some attained loftier moral heights 
tlian others ; nay, we admit that in some sense, by 
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acting up to the light of nature, they received a 
degree of divine light into their souls. But we 
hold that neither Brahma, nor Buddha, nor 
Socrates, nor Plato, received in any proper sense a 
revelation, that is an authoritative declaration from 
God of His will respecting men. They received no 
such revelation as Abraham or Moses, nor are they 
to be named in the same breath with Him to whom 
Moses and the Prophets bare witness, and who was 
either the eternal and only begotten Son of God, 
or the greatest self-deceiver that ever trod the eartli. 
But Greece and Rome may be cited as more 
favourable examples of the abiding manifestation 
of the Divine presence. Their civilisation once 
shone with a brilliant light, and still draws the 
admiring gaze of all cultivated minds. Surely, if 
ever there was an opportunity for man to do 
without an outward revelation from God, it was in 
the heydays of Greece, when such a galaxy of 
genius adorned the world as has never been 
surpassed in after-times. If human philosophy 
could regenerate mankind, surely the country of 
Plato and Socrates, of Aristotle and Pythagoras, 
would become a model of virtue. And we do not 
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deny that the Hellenic soil brought forth some 
choice fruits. It nourished a heroic patriotism which 
still, after the lapse of two thousand years, makes 
the pulse bound at the names of Marathon and 
Thermopylae ; it covered the land with the most 
iQvely creations of art, and in the wide sphere of 
intellectual achievement it erected monuments that 
will last while the world endures. But the genius 
of Greece lamentably failed when it came to 
expound the relations of God to man; its force 
was destructive, but not constructive. It exploded 
the airy fabrics of primeval nature-worship; it 
expelled the Dryads from the woods and the 
Naiads from the fountains; it dethroned the 
Thunderer, and turned the laugh against gloomy 
Dis : but it could not construct a new religion ; it 
failed utterly to erect any bulwark against the tide 
of human passion, and did not stop for a day the 
decay of Grecian morals. Greek philosophy, at its 
best, could only speculate darkly on the existence 
of a God ; whether He was one or many, whether 
He cared for man or no, whether His empire were 
righteous or unrighteous, were merely questions 
of dialectics, and had no moral influence on the 
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mass of the people. All the wisdom of the 
Greeks, from Thales to Plutarch, discovered less of 
the Divine character than we find in the Sermon 
on the Mount, and it effected less for the ad- 
vancement of piety than a single letter of St Paul. 
The decline of Greece is, indeed, one of the 
saddest pages of history. It bloomed for a briet 
era with uncommon splendour; but the flower 
concealed a canker worm, and Hellenic civilization 
was quenched in a night of Cimmerian darkness, 
and perished amid vices which the pen of the 
historian refuses to describe. 

The efflorescence of Roman civilization was a 
weaker copy of that of Greece. The philosophy 
of Rome was second-hand, and Cicero and Seneca 
reproduced in a Roman dress the best thoughts of 
the Academy and the Porch. The most influential 
school of Roman moralists was that of the Stoics, 
and amid the wreck and crash of a falling State, 
they exhibited a sublime equanimity. But their 
system was cold and hard; it inculcated no love 
of humanity, far less a love of God. The Stoic 
enwrapped himself in a shroud of indifference, 
and, regarding the world with contempt, rejoiced 
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that he could leave it when he chose by the act of 
self-destruction. Stoicism, if it be worthy of the 
name of a religion, was never fitted to go beyond 
a small school of philosophers, and scarcely even 
rippled the surface of social life. When Roman 
literature and philosophy were at their zenith, 
the morals of the people were decaying. The 
Augustan era was one of practical Atheism, and if 
we wish to revert to the purest times of Rome, we 
must go back to the infancy of the commonwealth, 
when great questions of State policy were de- 
termined by the aspect of a calf s liver or the 
feeding of the sacred chickens. The early days of 
Rome were days of genuine belief, but it was 
belief in childish superstitions. Its later days 
replaced these superstitions by a refined philo- 
sophy, but so far from conducting its people to a 
purer civilization, the nation became more and 
more corrupt, till the primal laws of Nature were 
set at nought and a seething mass of corruption 
engendered, which the pen of the great Apostle 
has delineated in that most awful of all recitals of 
human wickedness — the first chapter of Romans. 
If Greek and Roman history teach anything, it 
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proves that " when men do not like to retain God 
in their knowledge, they are given over to a repro- 
bate mind to do those things which are not con- 
venient." And Rome in the time of Tiberius and 
Nero reads the same lesson as Paris in the days of 
the Commune. A godless philosophy can never 
lay solid foundations for human virtue, and in its 
attempt to do without God, will only bring forth a 
monstrous abortion. 

In this rapid review of heathen religions we have 
not thought it needful to refer in detail to all the 
nations of antiquity. The ancient civilization of 
Egypt and Assyria shows as few traces of a pure 
theology as that of India and China. Persia is dis- 
tinguished by the great name of Zoroaster, around 
whom has gathered a halo of legend, like the mythi- 
cal renown of Brahma and Buddha, but all that we 
can learn of religion from its modem representatives, 
the Parsees, proves that it has no more power to 
regenerate mankind, or even to enforce a virtuous 
life, than the Buddhist or Brahminical systems. 

We find then that all the civilized nations of 
antiquity were without a true knowledge of God. 
Neither the light of nature, nor the light of con- 
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science conducted them to a religion of holiness. 
They made no progress in finding out the truth as 
concerning God's relations to man; their philosophy 
was powerless to enforce morality, and their civiliza- 
tion contained the fatal germs of decay; so that when 
we look back on the ancient world, we see wave 
after wave of humanity breaking, and disappearing 
on the barren rocks of human speculation. The 
process is ever the same. Certain crude notions of 
the Divine are projected from man's consciousness, 
but they have no foundation in positive truth, and 
are successively swept away by the tide of time, 
leaving the race as poor in moral and spiritual 
intelligence as their remote ancestors. 

But do we find that the savage races of the globe 
have succeeded better in the quest after God ? Do 
we find an)rwhere traces of primeval innocence 
among them, or .purer and holier notions of the 
Divine character than the civilized nations of an- 
tiquity developed? It once was a dream of 
sophists that man in the savage state was compara- 
tively pure, but the close researches of modem 
investigators have made it only too plain that the 
dark places of the earth are full of the habitations 



The Necessity of Revelation. 17 

of horrid cruelty. Whether we turn to the Red 
Indians of North America, the Negroes or 
Hottentots of Africa, the aboriginal races of the 
South Sea Islands, or the Esquimaux of Green- 
land, we come upon no traces of an elevated 
conception of the Deity, but we meet everywhere 
with a degraded fbtichism, for the most part accom^ 
panied by the practice of barbarous rites, and we 
find that these various races, when they first come 
in contact with civilized man, are in no degree 
advanced beyond the place their ancestors filled 
thousands of years before. It is the extreme of 
folly to hold that savage man is gradually develop- 
ing from his own barren soil a truer and holier 
religion. 'No one could assert this who was not 
entirely blinded by his aversion to revealed truth. 
Whatever arguments may be advanced for the need 
of a revelation from a review of the civilised or 
semi-civilised Pagan nations may be uiged a fortiori 
from a review of the savage tribes of mankind. 
The universal testimony of all humanity is that 
man cannot find out God, and so God must 
graciously reveal Himself to man, if His character 
and will are ever to be known at all. 



CHAPTER III. 

THE BIBLE GOD'S REVELATION PROVED BY 

HISTORY. 

NOW we contend that the Bible, and the Bible 
only, contains a true revelation of God to 
man, or ratlier, we should say, the Bible contains 
a true record of all the revelations that God has 
made to man, ending with the crown and flower 
of them all — ^the Christian religion. Before we pro- 
ceed to consider the fitness of God's revelation 
contained in the Bible, we will pursue the historical 
aigument a little fiirther to show that those nations 
alone which have received the Bible have developed 
a pure and Christian civilization. And first let us 
take the Jews. That nation was chosen by God to 
be the depositary of the earlier or Mosiac reve- 
lation, and at a time when the earth was overspread 
by idolatry, was selected to be a witness to the 
oneness of God. Do we find then such a moral 
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superiority in the Jewish race over the contempo- 
rary Gentiles as to afford witness of the greater 
light they received ? We unhesitatingly reply in the 
affirmative. We find all through the history of the 
Jews, from Abraham to Christ, a succession of 
holy men of God who bore testimony to one 
Supreme and Holy Being, whose will was the law 
of their lives, and whom they obeyed at the sacri- 
fice of all that men count dear. No efforts of 
sceptical criticism can dispose of the fact that such 
men existed; it is childish to suppose that men 
like Abraham, Moses, and Elijah, were the creation 
of fancy, like the legendary prophets of heathen- 
dom. There is about their lives, as recorded in 
the Bible, such a perfect naturalness and consis- 
tency as utterly rebuts the idea of their being 
figments of human imagination. Their sins and 
shortcomings are narrated with the same simplicity 
as their virtues; there is never the least attempt 
to gloss over the failings of Old Testament Saints ; 
there is no attempt to palliate sin, there is no 
attempt to bring down the claims of the Eternal 
to the level of feeble humanity. God is ever re- 
presented as claiming absolute homage, and man as 
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being favoured in proportion as he yields it The 
biographies of Old Testament Saints present a mar- 
vellous contrast to the spurious hero-worsl^ip of 
man. Compare the Greek legends of Hercules with 
the story of Abraham, or the Roman myths about 
Romulus with the inspired account of Moses, and 
the stamp of God's truth is seen in forcible contrast 
to man's invention. Even if it could be proved — 
which we do not admit — that much historical 
inaccuracy is incorporated in the Old Testament, 
it is impossible to deny that a long succession 
of holy men of God flourished before the coming 
of Christ, and no other contemporary nation 
showed anything like it True, it may be said that 
the Jewish nation broke out again and again into 
idolatry, that it imitated the worst vices of sur- 
rounding nations, and was almost chronically in a 
state of rebellion against God, and some may urge 
that on this account it was none the better of God's 
revelation. We deny the force of this. The Jews 
when they sinned did so against a clear revelation 
of duty, and were often brought back in deep 
contrition to seek the fiace of the Most High. 
They never shut their ears entirely to the voice of 
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God's prophets, and even when an Ahab was on 
the throne, there were still seven thousand men 
who had not bowed the knee to the image of 
Baal. We find periods of great national mourning 
for sin, as in the days of Nehemiah, and we look in 
vain in all the heathen world for anything analogous 
to this. When the Gentile nations thought that 
they had offended some deity, they hastened to 
appease him by some foul and bloody sacrifice, 
as Agamemnon, for instance, offered up his 
daughter Iphigenia to propitiate the winds which 
delayed the Grecian fleet; but the Jews alone testi- 
fied that repentance towards God meant a moral 
reformation. Jewish history indeed presents a con- 
tinued struggle between the unbending claims of 
Divine holiness and the stubborn self-seeking heart 
of man, and reflects, as in a mirror, the eternal 
conflict that goes on in each struggling soul of man, 
and is replete with lessons, sometimes allegorical, 
sometimes typical, often plain and literal, which 
will never cease to educate even the Christian 
conscience in some of the deepest concerns of our 
spiritual nature. 
But we readily admit that the Old Testament 

3 
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dispensation was in some respects a failure. 
Looking at it from the human standpoint, and 
judging it by its effect on the nation, it did not 
succeed in securing a general allegiance to the 
Most High. An undertone of sadness runs 
through the whole history of the Jews; in that 
unique example the Old Testament affords of the 
history of a nation narrated with exclusive reference 
to its relation to God, the prevailing note is one of 
complaint, that the favoured race were so stiff- 
necked as to bring on themselves repeated chas- 
tisement, and towards the close of the volume the 
darkness deepens, and the nation that rejects God 
is at last cast off by Him. The Jewish dispensation 
was a preparation for a higher one, "the law was 
our schoolmaster, to bring us to Christ," and when 
the only begotten Son was ushered into the world 
the song of angels was "Glory to God in the 
Highest, and on earth peace and good will to 
men." The era of types and ordinances had 
passed, and the full flood of Gospel light had 
dawned on mankind. 

What evidence does the history of Christendom 
ifford to the strength and purity of this new 



The Bible Gods Revdation. 23 

revelation? We hear by anticipation the chorus 
of objections which the infidel phalanx have 
always urged on this score. We are reminded 
of the blots that disfigure the history of Christian 
Europe, of the corruptions of so-called Christian 
societies and the shameful persecuting practices of 
so-called Christian governments. Nothing is easier 
than to heap reproaches on Christianity from the 
inconsistent lives of its professors ; nothing is easier 
than to draw from the history of Europe, for eight- 
een hundred years, a host of accusations against that 
holy religion it so often perverted and parodied. 
It is a stock subject to contrast the massacre of St. 
Bartholomew, the horrors of the Inquisition, the 
cruelties of Philip and Alva, the religious wars of 
Germany, or, to go further back, the waste and 
folly of the Crusades, with the misdeeds of 
heathen nations, and to pretend that the world has 
been none the better for Christianity; 'but this 
reasoning can only impose on the superficial, or 
serve as an excuse to the wilfully blind. 

The writers of the New Testament never led us 
to expect that evil would be rooted out in these 
ages, or even that it would be prevented assuming 

3* 



24 The Credibility of the Christian jReligion, 

portentous dimensions from time to time; indeed 
they foretell, with prophetic fire, periods of sad 
apostasy, when the faith, once delivered to the 
saints, should be in danger of eclipse, and when 
outbreaks of human wickedness would overshadow 
the pure light of Christ; but they lead us to 
expect, nevertheless, that the candle of true and 
undefiled religion would never cease to burn, and 
that in the distant future, probably in a new 
dispensation, " the knowledge of the Lord would 
cover the earth as the waters cover the sea."^ 
We contend that these anticipations have been 
strictly fulfilled, and that Christianity has done for 
the world just what its author predicted it would 
do. It has kept up in all ages in the hearts of 
many a flame of devotion to Christ; it has 
supplied a never-ending succession of mart)n:s, 
who have testified by their blood that they counted 
not their lives dear unto themselves, so that they 
might finish their course with joy; it has main- 
tained a deadly struggle with all forms of national 
wickedness, and has x)ften so impressed the con* 
science of nations, that they have voluntarily 
relinqubhed great sources. of profit and pleasure 
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Has not Christianity well-nigh extinguished slavery 
and polygamy in all nations among which it has 
come? Has it not stigmatised infanticide and 
prostitution, which were legalized by some of the 
most advanced nations of antiquity ? Has it not 
slowly and steadily softened the cruel usages 
of warfare, and is it not gradually treating a 
current of public opinion which looks upon all war 
as barbarous and unchristian? There cannot 
be a doubt that, just as the religion of Christ 
has penetrated the life of a nation, it has in 
that degree purified its laws, and produced a 
higher civilization; and we maintain that those 
nations at the present day, in which the Bible 
is most revered, are exactly those in which the 
happiness and welfare of mankind have attained 
their maximum. 

We hold that those dark crimes which disfigured 
the middle ages were the result, not of Christianity, 
but of the suppression of its divine utterance. It 
was when a usurping priesthood proscribed the 
use of God's word, and substituted a system of 
man's device.for the sacred oracles, that corruption 
overspread Europe like a flood, and only when the 
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Holy Volume was unlocked, and its teaching 
directly brought to bear on the common people, 
did a moral and spiritual reformation set in. 
We think modern European history conclusively 
testifies that Bible teaching, in its strength and 
integrity, is the only safeguard against widespread 
corruption and great national misfortunes — and 
yet, not completely effective — ^for so impetuous 
is the current of evil that it cannot be stemmed 
entirely, and even the most Christian nations invite 
the rod of correction ; and when they will not use 
the surgeon's knife themselves, a higher hand must 
cut out the cancer. Thus it was that slavery was 
wrenched from America by a bloody war, and 
thus, it is to be feared, some judgment will over- 
take us if we do not Christianise and elevate the 
degraded masses of our great towTis. We 
conclude this side of our subject by the remark, 
that Christian civilisation, unlike that of antiquity, 
is essentially progressive. Wherever the good 
seed of Divine truth is allowed to fulfil its proper 
function of leavening society, there is a steady 
progress from age to age, and none of those 
deplorable relapses the heathen world exhibited. 
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No doubt there are ebbs and flows of a nation's 
life; there are periods of political growth and 
decline, but its real welfare keeps advancing, and 
each century marks a higher coast line in the tide 
of moral progress. There is no fear of any 
Christian nation, where the Bible holds its proper 
place, vanishing from the page of history like 
ancient Babylon and Tyre, or sinkin;^ mto 
that slough of corruption, where Imperial Rome 
foundered. 



CHAPTER IV. 

A WRITTEN AND AUTHORITATIVE REVELATION 
NECESSARY. — ^THE BIBLE SHOWN TO BE SUCH. 

WE now pass from the ground of history 
to examine this question in the light of 
man's nature and necessities, and to inquire, first, 
whether a written and permanent record of God's 
Revelation, such as we have in the Sacred Scrip- 
tures, is not the best, and indeed the only effectual, 
plan for preserving a true religion from age to age. 
The great quarrel that modem scepticism has 
is with the Bible; it is not so much with 
Christianity as being a collection of lofty truths, 
as with the Inspired Volume that is the repository 
of these truths. The favourite view of many 
philosophers now-a-days is that the religioji taught 
by Christ was the best ever made known to man ; 
but it was a mixture of truth and error, which the 
rational and moral sense must examine for itself 
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without allowing its deductions to be overruled 
by any written authority, whether of St Paul 
or of what the Evangelists relate of Christ They 
hold that the Bible is a book full of errors — 
historical, scientific, and metaphysical, and that by 
rejecting its authority a purer digest of Christianity 
can be obtained by the enlightened mind of man. 
These people, represented now-a-days by Strauss 
and Renan on the Continent, and among English 
writers by Matthew Arnold, evoke an ideal Christ 
from their inner consciousness, and put him for- 
ward as far superior to the historical one. They 
strip His character of its miraculous claims, excise 
from His reported sa)dngs whatever transcends 
their human reason, and thus 'construct a nebulous 
theory of Christianity, which they are weak enough 
to suppose will supplant the New Testament in the 
reverence of mankind. 

We join issue with this school on the very 
threshold, and assert that there never could have 
been a Christian religion at all without an authori- 
tative record. Let us suppose for a moment that 
the sa)dngs of Christ had been loosely scattered 
to the winds; that they had been preserved in 
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110 authentic shape; that His followers used their 
own judgment in deciding what to receive or 
reject — think you that such a loose system would 
ever have made its way against the fiery opposition 
of a corrupt age? Think you that the early 
disciples would have been willing to abandon all 
that men count dear, to lead lives of incessant 
hardship, with almost the certainty of a cruel 
deatli, all for the sake of a religion which existed 
in no authoritative shape, and which no two of 
them were agreed about? But the difficulties 
are enormously enhanced when we pass the 
Apostolic age. It is possible to imagine that 
the eye-witnesses of Christ, impressed by the 
holy words He uttered and the supematual powers 
He claimed, might have propagated His teachings 
with some approach to uniformity, during their 
lifetime, even without the aid of written records 
or an acknowledged body of doctrine, or without 
what the Church claims for them — ^an indw-^Uing 
presence of the Holy Spirit, which ever kept in 
their memory what Christ had spoken. All this 
is perhaps credible, though barely so on mere 
rational grounds; but what shall we say to the 
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following age, when the feeble movement com- 
menced by the fishermen of Galilee was to push 
its way on all sides among the philosophers of 
Athens and Alexandria, as well as the debased 
serfs of the Roman Empire — ^among the savage 
hordes of Scythia as among the mouldering 
remains of Oriental civilisation ! How was a 
religion that was entirely based on the claims of 
a Person, and respecting whom such extraordinary 
facts were related, ever to make headway, unless 
the views of its teachers were to be accordant 
on all essential points? How was the heathen 
world to be induced to forsake those unholy 
pleasures which were its daily aliment, to give 
up its gladiator-shows, its impure dramas, its 
ancient oracles, its sacred groves, to crucify "the 
lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride of life," if the expounders of this new reli- 
gion, so distasteful to flesh and blood, had not the 
invincible sanction of a " Thus saith the Lord " ? 
Christianity would inevitably have foundered 
amidst the opposition of an ungodly world, had 
an authoritative record of its origin not oeen 
preserved and acknowledged by the Christian 
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Church. Had it been open to question among 
the early Fathers, whether Christ really rose from 
the dead or not, whether He spoke the Sermon 
on the Mount, or wrought the miracle of the 
loaves and fishes, would it have been possible 
to have taught Christianity on any common 
ground? Nay, rather, would not the severe 
morality inculcated have been let down to the 
selfish demands of corrupt nature, and the divine 
lineaments of Christ's religion been hopelessly 
lost amid the fantastic shapes that human 
sophistry would have given to it? In other 
words, it would have become merely a system of 
philosophy, not a religion, and would have left 
as little trace on the future morals of mankind 
as did the teaching of Socrates, vaguely preserved 
as it is in the pages of Plato and Xenophon. 
Nothing appears to us more certain than that 
Christianity, humanly speaking, owes its enduring 
empire over man in an especial degree to the 
Book of Inspiration. It has formed a common 
ground, on which Greek and barbarian, learned 
and unlearned, bond and free, could always meet 
and its doctrines have been stated in a way thiat 



A Written Revelation Necessary. 33 

commends them equally to every type of mankind 
and every degree of civilisation. 

But the objection may be started, was not the 
early Church plagued by heretical sects? Do 
we not soon hear of Gnostics and Ebionites, of 
Marcionites and Manicheans? Were not the 
early Church fathers engaged in constant disputes 
with those schismatics? And if the New 
Testament had been universally accepted as the 
exposition of Christian doctrine, how came these 
divisions among the early Christians ? We readily 
grant that there hung upon the skirts of the 
Christian Church, in the early ages, many false 
professors and many insidious friends. The 
name of Christian was used by many, whom 
Christ or His Apostles would have disowned. 
The heretical sects were in most cases the off- 
spring of semi-Pagan accommodations of Christi- 
anity; instead of founding upon the Sacred 
Scriptures alone, they combined with them the 
teachings of Plato and Aristotie, of Philo of 
Alexandria, of Epictetus and Seneca; they were 
a spurious compound, which, in the nature of 
things, could not last, and thus we see thera 



34 ^^ Credibility of the Christian Religion. 

dying out one by one; and those sects alone 
survived which made a common appeal to the 
Scriptures. 

But it may be urged further, were there not 
early disputes about the canon of Scripture itself? 
Do we not hear of an epistle of Barnabas that 
obtained momentary authority, and some spurious 
gospels that floated about for some time in the 
early Church? The minds of many have been 
unsettled by allegations of this kind, which strike 
at the authority of the New Testament; for if 
indeed we have only a human compilation out 
of a mass of early writings, claiming equal 
authority, then truly we have a weak basis upon 
which to found an authoritative system of religion. 
It is not within the scope of these remarks to 
investigate the canonical claims of Holy Scripture, 
but we will adduce one or two considerations 
admitted to be true, which tend greatly to allay 
anxiety. The spurious books, claiming to be 
inspired, were few in number; they never were 
marked by the imprimatur of the catholic or 
universal Church. They never even acquired a 
decided ascendancy over any important section 
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of the true Church; and what is still more 
important, they differed widely in scope and 
character from the contents of our New Testa- 
ment; their internal evidence of inferior origin 
is irresistible, and they very soon passed out of 
the category even of doubtful inspiration. The 
wonder is that, considering the ignorance of the 
age, and the want of critical knowledge, there 
should have been so few successful attempts to 
impose spurious accounts of Christ upon the 
early Church. 

But graver difficulties have been started with 
regard to the canonicity of certain portions of our 
New Testament Prodigious pains have been taken 
to invalidate the Gospel and Revelation of John 
and some of the minor Episdes, and to produce an 
impression that our canon is the growth of a later 
age, when corrupt additions were made by a 
cunning and selfish priesthood. Now we admit 
that some difficulties have been raised, which it is 
very hard, after the lapse of eighteen hundred years, 
to answer in full. It is not possible now to say pre- 
cisely at what period the several books of the New 
Testament made their appearance, and what was 
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their reception by the existing societies of 
Christians; but we do find in the early Church 
fathers such abundant quotations from the writings 
of the New Testament, that, had the original 
documents been lost, their place could almost have 
been supplied by means of these citations. This 
is especially true of the first three Gospels, which 
are largely quoted by all writers, from Justyn 
Martyr to Augustine. It is true that the earliest of 
the fathers do not quote freely from the writings of 
John, though some of them use phraseology so 
like his — instance, Justyn Martyr about the 
supper — that, if not a quotation, it was a free ren- 
dering of his ideas; but this comparative silence 
can be explained on the supposition — 2l most 
natural one — that John wrote in his old age. His 
Gospel was obviously given as a supplement to the 
synoptical accounts, and his revelation was a vision 
at Patmos, where he was banished in extreme old 
age; and it is quite supposable that his writings, 
which may not have been produced till towards the 
close of the first century, would not have been 
diffused widely through the Church till the middle 
of the next, and by that time we find them appear- 
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ing in citations as undoubtedly the word of God. 
Among the following Church fathers we find the 
Gospel of John as reverently quoted as the other 
three, and all alike treated as inspired records, and 
we also find a complete agreement firom the earliest 
times in the reception of most of the Pauline 
Epistles ; indeed we may say that historical criticism 
can do nothing to shake the fact that the bulk of 
what we call the New Testament was received from 
the earliest times as authoritative by the Christian 
Church, and all its controversies were settied by an 
appeal to it as to the oracles of God. Indeed it is 
quite remarkable to see what a general accord 
there is among the ante-Nicene fathers in the es- 
sential features of the Christian faith. Irenseus and 
Justyn Martyr, Cyprian and TertuUian, Clement and 
Origen, all preached substantially the same Gospel. 
With all these Christ was the Alpha and Omega, 
the sum and substance of their religion, and the 
great historical facts vouched for in the New 
Testament were never doubted by them. It is 
quite true they all had their minor differences; 
some of them had what we might even call 

extravagances, but there was no more difference 
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between them than can be accounted for by the 
individuality of 'the human mind, and by their 
var)dng circumstances ; they differed as Luther and 
Calvin did, as Zwingle and Melancthon, as Cranmer 
and Knox; but there runs through all their writings 
that grand moral unity which attests the presence 
of one Divine spirit, and the groundwork of a 
common book of inspiration. We think the 
moral agreement of the early fathers in all their 
laborious controversies with the enemies of 
Christianity a very strong argument in favour of 
the existence and authority of a divine record 
of Christ's religion. They all appeal to it as to 
a final arbiter, and all their divergences of view 
are supported by reference to, or inference from, 
the word of God. 

It was at a later age that the voice of the 
Church — the Catholic Church, as it was now called 
—came to be looked upon as having a conjoint, 
though not equal, authority with, the Holy Scrip- 
tures. When the Church, in the time of Constan- 
tine, passed from the phase of persecution to that 
of earthly power, an irruption of worldliness took 
place, and a rapid deterioration was witnessed in 
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the character of its teachers ; the pure morality and 
spiritual religion of the New Testament became 
distasteful, and, as a natural consequence, were kept 
out of view as far as decency allowed. The idea 
of an infallible judgment residing in the Church, 
once started, spread with portentous rapidity, for it 
was obvious that such a claim, once admitted, gave 
boundless opportunity to the clergy to arrogate 
power; the copestone was laid on this theory when 
the infallible voice of the Church was made to 
speak through the Bishop of Rome, and the 
Papacy became the full-fledged embodiment of this 
doctrine. For many centuries the voice of God's 
word was seldom heard, and heaps of corrupt 
and frivolous additions were made to its simple re- 
quirements ; but it is a noticeable fact that during 
all the dark ages of Popery there was no attempt 
to dispute the paramount authority of Scripture, or 
to tamper with the sacred text, and in this we 
recognise an unwilling testimony to the authority 
of God's revelation, and a proof of His watchful 
providence over the Sacred Volume. When we 
reflect upon the duplicity^ the frauds, and even the 
barefaced forgeries that disgraced the Vatican 
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during the middle ages, one cannot but see the 
hand of God in the preservation intact of the 
Inspired Book. When we reflect that the canon 
law of Rome, as Janus has scathingly demon- 
strated, is litde better than a compilation of wicked 
forgeries — pretended Papal decrees, pretended 
imperial concessions, and so forth — ^it is truly sur- 
prising that the unscrupulous priesthood, who then 
had the custody of most of the manuscripts of the 
New Testament, never dared to alter the sacred 
text so as to support any of these fictitious claims, 
and the Codex Vaticanus ranks at this day, in 
the judgment of scholars, as equal in authority 
to the Sinaitic and Alexandrian, the three oldest 
and purest MSS. of the New Testament that are 
known to exist 

But -what shall we say about the textual errors 
of the New Testament? Is it not true that we 
have many different readings of the sacred text, 
and how can this be reconciled with the theory 
of an authoritative record, inspired "by God Him- 
self? No subject of modem times has engaged 
60 much erudition as this one of the proper text 
of the New Testament ^Hundreds ^of scholars 
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have made it a life work, many of them possessed 
of the acutest minds and extraordinary perse- 
verance, and it may fairly be asserted now, that 
no important variation among the ancient codices 
remains undiscovered. The eagerness with which 
this question has been pursued may be judged 
from the fact that great questions of ecclesiastical 
policy sometimes hung upon the rendering of a 
few words of Scripture, and sects that had vehe- 
mently opposed each other for centuries would 
have given worlds to get a morsel of additional 
weight to their respective theories from the Word 
of God. But what has been the net result ot all 
this investigation ? We believe we are within the 
mark when we say that not a single leading doc- 
trine has been touched or any of the great features 
of Revelation altered in an appreciable degree. 
The textual variations, — ^and they amount to 
thousands, — ^are, in the great majority of cases, 
minute verbal alterations, in no way affecting the 
sense of the passage — ^just such variations as must 
have resulted from repeated copyings of dusty and 
well-worn MSS. by human hands. There is a 
marvellous absence of intentional interpolation, 
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and we do not believe it can be shown that, in the 
fourteen centuries when the world was dependent 
on the pen of the copyist for the transmission of 
the Divine Word, there was ever a bona fide 
attempt of any importance to tamper with the 
original text No classical work has stood the 
stress of modem criticism in the way that the New 
Testament has done. The works of Plato and 
Aristotle have been handled so freely by modem 
critics that the original text recedes into a nebu- 
lous background. Even Shakespeare is a battle- 
ground for textual purists, and it is surprising how 
many various readings are supported by good au- 
thority, and yet Shakespeare wrote when printing 
had given an author incomparable advantages over 
the writers of the New Testament We venture to 
predict that eighteen hundred years after Shakes- 
peare wrote, the tme text of his plays will be in- 
volved in immensely greater obscurity than are 
the writings of the New Testament at the present 
day. 

The argument against the authority of the New 
Testament, drawn from its textual variations, falls 
to the ground when thoroughly sifted; indeed a 
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strong argument may be made out in favour of a 
special Providence from the wonderful success that 
has attended the preservation of the Divine re- 
cords. 

We have not touched here upon the question of 
the textual purity of the Old Testament; it re- 
quires an extent of learning which the writer does 
not possess, nor has it an essential bearing upon 
the general scope of our argument We will only 
remark, that the Hebrew race paid extraordinary 
attention to the preservation of their sacred books ; 
their scribes counted not merely the words, but 
the letters in the Old Testament, and the copies 
were revised with the most vigilant care, so that 
there is every reason to believe that our Hebrew 
Version of the Old Testament is identical with 
what the Jews possessed many hundreds of years 
before Christ 

The general conclusion to which we are led 
from these observations is as follows : — A written 
and authoritative record of God's revelation was 
necessary to perpetuate the Christian religion. 
That record has been provided in the Bible. It 
comes down to us with the sanction of the univer- 
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sal Church ; it is attested by the most abundant 
evidence, as having from the earliest times spoken 
with the authority of the word of God, and there 
is no proof that it has been tampered with to any 
appreciable extent, but ample evidence that we 
have the ipsissima verba of the writers as closely as 
is compatible with the fact, that human agency has 
transmitted them through countless generations, 
and that God has not chosen to work a special 
miracle on tlieir behalf. 



CHAPTER V. 

ALLEGED INEXACTNESS OF THE BIBLE — ITS TEACH- 
ING PICTORIAL RATHER THAN SCIENTIFIC. 

THUS much for the outward and historical 
side of our argument, and now we shall turn 
to the inward, or subjective side, and examine 
some of the objections brought against the New 
Testament, on the ground of its contents. 

We shall first deal with that well-worn objection, 
drawn from the many sects into which Christians 
are divided, and the common appeal they make 
to the word of God in support of their views. 
Arians and Socinians, Calvinists and Arminians, 
all alike, find or profess to find in Scripture 
the basis of their theology, and yet it cannot 
be denied that the difference between their 
systems is very important. It is a specious 
objection that a Book which can be interpreted 
in so many different ways is unworthy of the 
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rank it holds. It is alleged that it cannot be 
the workmanship of God if it speaks with so uncer- 
tain a voice. Surely, the Deity, if He spoke at all, 
would do so in accents so clear, that man's 
versatile intellect would be shut up to the single 
function of receiving the divine mandate. We 
believe there is no excuse which the unbeliever 
so often furnishes to his own conscience as this 
of the supposed uncertainty of what the Bible 
teaches. Now we will distinguish in limine 
between two groups of controversies that have 
been waged since the time of Christ about the 
Christian religion. One of them is represented 
by the Gnostics and other sects of ancient times, 
who assigned tlie Bible a secondary place, and 
treated reason and philosophy as of conjoint 
authority. The rationalistic schools of to-day 
are their lineal successors, and the Bible is to 
them a book of only limited authority. We 
hold that all the sects which have sprung from 
this impure source lie outside the pale of honest 
difference of Christian opinion. There is no 
limit to the fantastic shapes into which they 
throw Christian doctrine, and the Bible has no 
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right to be discredited by the extravagances they 

have foisted upon it. The real objections to 

the Bible, grounded upon its supposed variety 

of teaching, are only to be fairly argued on the 

platform of honest belief, and in this part of 

our argument we have only to deal with the 

differences among those sects which agree in 

ascribing paramount authority to the word of 

God. 

Now we admit that there do exist, there always 

have existed, and probably always will exist, honest 
varieties of opinion about what the Bible teaches 

on some of the multifarious points in which it 

comes into contact with human life; and this is 

not to be wondered at It is the unavoidable 

consequence of the kind of revelation God has 

thought best to make to man, or, rather, we 

should say, of the kind which man's imperfect 

faculties alone enabled him to receive. In 

constructing the Bible, the Divine architect had 

to bear in mind the immense variety in the 

capacity and culture of the human race, and 

the Book had to be written so as to suit all 

alike — so as to minister spiritual lue to the child 
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as to the man, to the unlettered savage as to the 
philosopher. Many handle the Bible as though 
it had been designed only for the learned, and 
expect to find in it nothing but elaborate digests 
of theology and that scientific and logical 
development that scientific intellects crave; but 
in the eye of the Almighty the soul of the savage 
is as precious as that of the sage, and as the 
vast majority of His creatures always have been, 
and always must be, unlearned, the Book which 
is to guide them to Himself must needs be 
simple in its structure and easy to understand. 
Hence it comes to pass that the Bible differs 
from all philosophical works ; its teaching is 
pictorial rather than metaphysical; it affords a 
vast number of dissolving views in which man 
is seen in relation to God in every conceivable 
circumstance of life; instead of describing faith 
by abstruse researches into our mental powers, 
it paints the working of the principle in the 
life of Abraham; instead of analysing love 
psychologically, it shows us John leaning on 
Jesus' bosom; in displaying that grandest of 
attributes in the Almighty it holds up to the 
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gaze of mankind the cross of Christ — that most 
affecting spectacle of self-sacrifice the world has 
ever seen; in impressing us with the awfulness 
and majesty of Jehovah, we have that wonderful 
panorama where Sinai thundered and the people 
trembled, while the trumpet sounding loud and 
long heralded the giving of the law. 

We might multiply instances indefinitely to show 
with what marvellous skill the Book of God 
exhibits to the uncultured mind of man the deepest 
principles of the Divine nature. In reading the 
Scriptures, the glory of the Lord, as in a glass, 
passes before the mind, and the image of the 
Eternal mirrors itself on the human soul almost 
without its being aware of it But this pictorial 
style of teaching is not capable of being resolved 
into rigid metaphysical systems, and hence, when- 
ever the attempt is made to compress all the 
features of God's revelation into a severe system of 
thought, differences arise among men ; but it is the 
glory of the Book, and not its weakness, that this 
is the case. It is a proof that it comes from One 
who is higher than man, and can address his moral 
nature through all its thousand channels, without 
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being cramped and confined by the artificial rules 
that man must needs conform to when he sets up 
to be a teacher. The book of revelation and the 
book of nature are from the same hand, and they 
show striking resemblances ; in both there is inex- 
haustible variety; in both there is an apparent 
disregard of all system, and yet underneath both 
there is a deep harmony, and the careful observer 
can find out a network of symmetrical laws which 
vindicate the wisdom of the Author. The simple 
rustic can find enjoyment in nature without 
knowing much of its laws, and so the simple 
believer can find spiritual life in the Bible though 
he knows litde of theology, and can scarcely 
express in intelligible language the thoughts that 
bum within him. 

It is an absolute necessity of man's moral nature 
that divine truth should be taught in the Bible 
popularly ratlier than scientifically; the unen- 
lightened mind of man can only learn of God, 
"line upon line, precept upon precept, here a 
little and there a little ;" it approaches the compre- 
hension of the infinite mind of God, as an infant 
comes to understand his father. The little child 
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at first can only learn through the medium of his 
senses, the reflective faculties are dormant ; he must 
be punished for doing wrong before he learns the 
reason why ; he is denied many things he longs 
after before it can be explained to him that they 
are unwholesome ; the first part of his education 
is the simple lesson of obedience to his parents, 
and it is only in riper years that he finds out the 
wisdom that taught him obedience; furthermore, 
in his infancy he can be taught only by symbols — 
he cannot understand language, much less rea- 
soning, but he can soon learn to distinguish a look 
of displeasure from one of complacency, a tone of 
anger from the cooing of maternal love. Neither 
is it possible for a young child to receive full and 
complete ideas of anything ; his first conceptions 
are in a crude and concrete form : his mother has 
taught him to shun the fire, and perhaps he has 
burned his finger, and his first impression* of fire 
is one of dread; he has fallen into a well and 
nearly been drowned, and for a time he only thinks 
of wells with a shudder. From this it is evident 
that the teachers of a child can only at first tell it 
half-truths — ^it is essential that it should avoid fire 
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and water, and so its parents speak of them at first 
as things only to be feared, and the qualifications, 
with which these statements must be received/ in 
order to give a complete representation of the 
truth, are out of place at this stage of education. 

So it is most wisely in God's revelation to man. 
Many of its statements appear to contain only hajf- 
truths, because they can in no other way find an 
entrance into the dull, untutored mind of the 
spiritual babe. Thus, when Christ finds the 
Pharisees consumed with covetousness, and de- 
spising the poor. He tells them the parable of 
Dives and Lazarus. He represents the rich man 
as enduring torments, and the beggar as going to 
Abraham's bosom ; nor is there any moral reason 
assigned for the difference. The rich man is not 
represented as wicked, nor the poor man as pious ; 
there are none of those qualifications stated that 
are necessary to give complete expression to the 
justice of the award. There is seemingly a partial 
and one-sided description, but the great Teacher 
knew how to press home a great truth through the 
thick crust of human selfishness. He wished to 
strip riches of their meretricious gloxy, and show 
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the insignificance of man's earthly lot, comparea 
with his eternal destiny; and so He wisely con- 
centrated attention on that single point, and did 
not weaken the effect by throwing in qualifying 
statements. This principle furnishes a key to 
many difficulties in interpreting the Bible. It is 
not its habit to surround great truths witli all their 
balancing considerations; it leaves those to be 
gathered from other portions of the field. When 
Christ says — " Give to him that asketh of thee, and 
from him that would borrow of thee, turn not thou 
away,*' He does not in the same breath warn against 
encouraging imposture, and giving to vagabonds ; 
but we find the Apostle Paul, in writing to the 
Thessalonians, forbidding that widows be sup- 
ported by the Church unless they are old and 
deserving, and declaring, with respect to idle 
Church members, that " if any man will not work, 
neither shall he eat^' — z. pretty sure proof that He 
reprobated indiscriminate alms-giving. 

The Bible is a book full of sublime truths, stated 
in the most striking manner, and so as irresistibly 
to penetrate the self-love of man. God well knew 
the tendency of the human mind to sophisticate 

5 
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iand explain away distasteful duties, till nothing 
remained but a few shreds of the original principle. 
He knew how the Pharisees paid tithe of mint, and 
anise, and cummin, and neglected the weightier 
matters of the law — ^justice, mercy, and the love of 
God ; how they robbed widows' houses, and for a 
pretence made long prayers, and therefore He told 
them, in words that could never be explained away, 
"Sell that ye have and give alms, provide your- 
selves bags that wax not old, a treasure in, the 
Heavens that fadeth not, where no thief entereth 
neither moth corrupteth, for where your treasure is, 
there will your heart be also." But lest this saying, 
if isolated from all other teaching on the subject, 
should prove too hard a rule of life, we find that 
tlie Apostle is enjoined by the Spirit thus to define 
the duties of rich men : "Charge them that are 
rich in this world that they be not high minded, 
nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, 
who giveth us richly all things to enjoy ; that they 
do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to 
distribute, willing to communicate, laying up in 
store for themselves a good foundation against the 
time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal 
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life." The great principle is laid down by Christ 
that a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of 
the things which he possesseth, and the practical 
application by Paul is that, when God gives wealth, 
He intends it to be used, like all His other gifts, in 
subservience to His glory and the good of men. 
We find the same twofold style of teaching regard- 
ing prayer, chastity, patience, and the - leading 
virtues of the Christian character. Certain man- 
dates are delivered respecting them of terrible 
incisiveness, which cut so deep indeed into the 
propensities of man and the customs of society, 
that they appear impracticable when looked at 
nakedly; but in searching the Scripture we come 
upon balancing truths which take off the hard edge 
of the commandment, and bring it into har- 
monious adjustment to the varied necessities of 
life ; and hence it happens that the timid believer, 
who is at first staggered by the apparent harshness 
of the Divine commandments, discovers after a 
while that they admit of wonderful adaptation to the 
exigencies of life ; and that, though they stand out 
in virgin purity, like the snow-clad peaks of the 
Alps, never condescending to accommodate them- 

s* 
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selves to any form of human evil, they do not 
harshly override the intricate mechanism of social 
life, but rather mould it so as to prove the truth of 
that Scripture: "Godliness is profitable unto all 
things, havmg promise of the life that now is and 
of that which is to come." 

If we are Yight in this view of the Bible, it will 
follow that man will draw from it various lessons 
at the different stages of his spiritual growth. 
When his eyes are first opened to the supreme 
importance of eternal things, he is apt to despise 
altogether temporal things; he hears only such 
language as this : " Set your affections on things 
above, not on things on the earth," "This world 
passeth away, and the lust thereof; but he that 
doeth the will of God continueth ever." There is 
no room to attend to such minor injunctions as, 
"We exhort you to be quiet and to do your own 
business and to work with your own hands, as we 
commanded you." Like the early Christians, who 
lived in daily expectation of the coming of the Lord, 
and thus neglected their temporal concerns, he sees 
no importance in man's earthly relationships while 
his mind is absorbed with the things of eternity; 
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but gradually he comes to see that God does not 
mean to divorce us from this world, and that we are 
to use it while not abusing it, and he finds the 
Bible full of minute instructions about the duties 
of life. His horizon expands, and the life beyond 
is not seen in violent antagonism to the life below, 
but rather as its complement and full development ; 
he sees the gracious purpose of God running 
through all things, and voices from the eternal 
world reach him even in the workshop and at the 
plough. Now this spiritual growth is entirely in 
accord with the laws of our nature, and the Bible, 
in providing for it, shows consummate knowledge 
of man: it has, in a very true and real sense, 
an exoteric and an esoteric circle; not like the 
philosophies of old, which despised the vulgar and 
declined to stoop from their oracular heights, but 
proceeding by a gentle gradation so that the babe 
may find milk and the man strong meat Nor is 
human learning needed in order to understand the 
deep things of God, but only the teaching of the 
Holy Spirit, who is promised to all who ask Him. 



CHAPTER VI. 

VARIETIES OF OPINION INEVITABLE FROM THE 
STRUCTURE OF THE BIBLE. 

IT must be evident to any one who reflects upon 
these facts, that the materials lie ready for nume- 
rous schools of thought among even true believers. 
Those who are in the stage of spiritual infancy will 
not see truth in the same light as those in spiritual 
manhood; the worldly Christians who have not 
progressed far will stumble at the lofty utterances 
of those who have been within the veil. Even the 
intellectual differences of man will be reflected in 
the interpretation of the Bible : the narrow matter- 
of-fact mind will lean toward hard literal inter- 
pretation; the imaginative mind will prefer the 
figurative; the recluse who shuns the world will 
look at human life with a tinge of monasticism; 
The busy man of affairs will find in the Bible an 
endless repertory of practical maxims for daily life. 
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In the free pla)r of Christian society sects and 
churches must necessarily arise embodying those 
types of character, and their statements of Divine 
truth, and their applications to human life, will 
vary within the degrees we have indicated, without 
overstepping the bounds of genuine orthodoxy. 
We thus see a true reflection of Scriptural teaching 
in bodies so far apart as the Calvinists and the 
Quakers ; and even the High Church and the 
Plymouth Brethren have a meeting-point in the 
Bible, and occupy a large common ground — 
probably much larger than they would respectively 
admit. 

There is, in fact, a great resemblance between 
political and Christian societies, in respect of their 
variety of structure and creed. One who looked 
cursorily over the nations of the world might 
conclude that there are no axioms of political 
science — so extraordinary a diversity of govern- 
ment does he see; but the more careful student 
will find many points of resemblance between the 
most diverse, and, what is more important, a steady 
progress towards certain cardinal ideals of order, 
liberty, and intelligence. He will also find a fitness 
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m the different Governments to the various degrees 
of civilization. The despotism of the Czar suits 
the ignorant Russian, while Republicanism best 
suits the intelligent Anglo-Saxon in North America; 
and what will surprise him much will be the large 
common ground which is occupied by Government 
both in Russia and America. In like manner the 
Episcopal and Presbyterian polity, the rudimentary 
Church-life of the Bible Christians, and the pre- 
eminently elaborate system of Wesley, cover a 
wide area of common ground, and serve as true 
channels for the varying requirements of Christian 
Society. 

This leads us to observe further, that the 
differences among Christians are not owing 
entirely to varieties of thought among individual 
believers. Another cause has co-operated with 
this and served not a little to deepen and 
indurate these differences — ^we refer to the in- 
fluence of ecclesiastical organisations. When 
large bodies of professed Christians associated 
themselves in churches, the framework of organi- 
sation that bound them together acquired an 
adventitious importance, and so questions of 
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Church polity came to get a degree of import- 
ance they do not hold in the Bible. The clergy 
attached to those bodies came, by the force of 
circumstances, to spend much of their time in 
defending their ecclesiastical systems, and in the 
heat of controversy the small points of difference 
were magnified into essentials, and the lines drawn 
deep and broad around each Church enclosure. 
The Episcopalian, to hold his own against the 
levelling system of the Presbyterian, had to 
develope a doctrine of Apostolical succession ; 
and the Puritan, to hold his ground against the 
Quaker and Antinomian, had to formulate a 
rigid and metaphysical confession of faith. The 
exigencies of ecclesiastical warfare widened the 
differences between Christian sects, just as those 
of political warfare deepened the dislikes and dis- 
similarities between nations. 

But we would ask those who assail the Bible, 
and with it the religion of Christ, on the ground of 
those dissensions, how they could possibly have 
been avoided in any revelation appealing to man 
as a moral and rational being?. If Christ had 
merely established a system of ordinances, like 
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MoseSy it would have been possible to prevent 
differences and schisms among His followers, for 
any difficulty might have been solved by an appeal 
to the bare letter of the commandment ; but such 
a system would not have been the school of edu- 
cation that Christianity is : the very disputes about 
the teaching of the Bible lead to a vigorous 
exercise of the moral and rational faculties, and 
conduct man to a higher spiritual manhood than 
a leaden system of outward uniformity could do. 
A torpid uniformity in the Christian Church would 
have meant spiritual death; it is that which the 
Ultramontane party in the Church of Rome aims 
at: it would quench the light of individual . con- 
science, and condense all religion into a slavish 
submission to the Papal decrees, and we see what 
its effects have been in all countries that have 
submitted to its sway. The stifled intellect and 
conscience of man, after a long slumber, have 
burst their bonds, and, hating the very name of 
religion, have too often plunged into gross mate- 
rialism. The constant ferment of religious opinion 
which the Bible is fitted to produce, and always 
will produce in any country where thought is free, 
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is so far from being an objection against the 
Christian religion, that it is a proof of its divine 
origin. The Author of the human mind well knew 
that its faculties needed constant exercise to keep 
them bright, and that the doctrines of religion 
would take deepest root when they had to be 
received after diligent search, and defended with 
zeal ; therefore He has seen it best to spread His 
truth in a large and free manner over the face of 
the Bible as He has spread plants and flowers over 
the face of nature, and there will be room in all 
time for theologians to classify and systematise the 
truths of the Bible, as there is room for botanists 
to group and arrange the herbs of the field ; and 
we may add, to complete the parallel, that there 
will always be room for minor differences between 
the systems of different thinkers, while in their 
great outlines they will exhibit a substantial unity. 

But it may be objected by some, that these 
arguments prove too much : if the Bible be indeed 
so inexact in its statements, and capable of being 
honestly interpreted in so many different ways, is 
there not danger that the inquirer may miss '^ the 
way of salvation?" does it not throw a cloud of 
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doubt about all theology, and indeed disparage the 
Sacred Volume, for if God has not spoken clearly, 
then Christianity loses half its sanctions ? There 
is no doubt that fears like these have led good 
men to claim for the Bible an exactness of defini- 
tion it does not possess, and it has led the various 
schools of theology to fight for their special 
renderings with a vehemence that was only justified 
by the plea that they possessed the whole of the 
truth and that their opponents taught dangerous 
error. But we must guard ourselves from being 
misunderstood. We do not allege that the' Bible 
speaks inexactly on the great truths that it is indis- 
pensable man should know : its voice is singularly 
clear and uniform on the essentials of religion. 
Man is ever represented as a sinner, and God as 
holy and just and good; the New Testament 
speaks habitually of Christ as the alone Mediator 
between God and man, and it holds no parley with 
the rejecter of Christ; it makes Him the Alpha 
and Omega of its teaching ; it is as far apart firom 
mere Deism as it is possible to suppose ; there is 
not a line in the New Testament that casts doubt 
on the death of Christ, His resurrection and 
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ascension, on the life to come, the future judgmejit 
and the retribution awarded to all men; these 
great truths, and many others dependent upon 
them, among which we would specially mention 
the great doctrine of the Atonement, are written 
with the clearness of a sunbeam, and he that runneth 
may read. There is no difficulty whatever in the 
honest seeker after truth finding what the Scriptures 
teach on the essentials of salvation. That difficulties 
sometimes have been found, has arisen. very much 
from the unreasonable claims of sects who have 
incorporated their points of difference, often very 
secondary ones, with the essentials of Christianity, 
and demanded the reception of all alike on the 
peril of outlawry. But the fault is with man, not 
with God ; He has made His will sufficiently clear 
to those who will study it aright, and He has 
promised the Holy Spirit to those who seek His 
blessed influence. 

And this leads us to remark that something more 
is needed than diligence and study to understand 
the Scriptures. No catechisms, fomuilaries, or 
creeds can lodge a system of Di\diie truth in the 
soul of man ; nay, it may be for this very reason 
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that God has caused the Bible to be written in 
so unsystematic a manner ; it may be to drive man 
to rely on the teaching of that Spirit of Truth 
which Christ promised to all believers, and of 
whom it is testified that " He will guide you into 
all truth." Hardly any doctrine is set forth more 
copiously than this, that man needs the teaching 
of the Spirit of God to enable him to understand 
the truth of God, and it is mere bibliolatry that 
would divorce the Bible from its living expositor. 
This fact takes away much of the difficulty that has 
been made of the inexactness of Scriptural lan- 
guage. Had the New Testament been framed like 
the ceremonial law, there would have been little 
use for the guidance of the Spirit ; but written as it 
is, with many difficulties to the human mind, with 
many deep things hard to be understood, and with 
many simple things stated in a way that at first 
sight puzzles the understanding, there is abundant 
need for the teaching of that Spirit of whom it is 
said, "the deep things of God knoweth no man but 
the Spirit of God." The beautiful consequence 
of this law is that humility is a primary requisite to 
the full understanding of Scripture. The proud 
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self-reliant soul will not stoop to be taught of the 
Spirit ; but the humble believer will grow rich in 
that knowledge which endures unto life eternal. 
" The natural man knoweth not the things of God, 
for they are foolishness unto him — ^but the spiritual 
man judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged by 
no man." We see, therefore, that it is the Word 
of God as interpreted by the Spirit of God that 
forms the groundwork of Christianity. It is 
neither alone ; the Word divorced from the Spirit 
leads to hard scholastic theology; the Spirit 
divorced from the Word leads to mysticism. The 
imion of the two gives a basis of dogmatic belief, 
combined with that pliancy and sweetness which 
form the complete Christian. When free play is 
given to this two-fold revelation of God, there will 
not be vital differences among believers in Christ ; 
there will no doubt be divergences upon minor points 
so long as man is a finite creature, with a limited 
imderstanding,but the "unityof the Spirit in the bond 
of peace" will manifest itself by the brotherly love of 
Christians, and testify to the world that there is "one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of 
all, who is above all^ and through all, and in you all.' 
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CHAPTER I. 

CHRISTIANITY INSEPARABLY INTERWOVEN WITH 

MIRACLE. 

WE now pass to another side of the Christian 
Controversy, which engrosses much atten- 
tion at the present day. We refer to the miraculous 
claims of Christianity. There is a widespread aver- 
sion now-a-days to believe in miracles; the 
scientific mind finds in all departments of nature 
the evidence (rf law — of a uniform ordered course 
of events, and recoils from the thought that the 
Creator could ever have set aside His own laws. 
There is amongst many of our scientific men an 
invincible repugnance to receive what the Bible 

tells us of the miraculous doings of Christ, and 

6 * 
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iuiinense ingenuity has been expended to eliminate 
this element from Christianity, without destroying 
its texture: it is thought that the moral and 
supernatural can be separated, and that Chris- 
tianity can be retained while rejecting miracles. 
We believe this to be a delusion; miracle is so 
Interwoven with the framework of the Bible that 
the two must stand or fall together, and that 
colourless compound, which may be extracted from 
the Scriptures, after all tlie supernatural is expunged, 
will never form the basis of a Divine rdigion. 

We use here the terms miraculous and super- 
natural as synonymous for the sake of convenience, 
though they are not strictly so. The former is 
usually restricted to visible <and external inter- 
ference with the course of nature; whereas the 
latter properly applies to all divine manifestations 
transcending human experience; and thus some 
of Christ's sayings and doings may be termed 
supernatural, or, at least, superhuman, which are 
not strictly miraculous. But we are chiefly con- 
cerned here with the objections uiged against the 
miraculous events, properly so called, related in 
the New Testament 
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One chief reason, we believe, why the philoso- 
phic intellect has difficulty in assenting to these 
statements, besides the one already mentioned, 
is that so many alleged miracles have been proved 
historically to be false. All the heathen systems 
of religion, all the corrupt forms of Christianity, 
have piit forward miraculous claims, most of which 
appear, at this day, transparently absurd. The 
Church of Rome has done much to abuse this 
source of influence. She has traded upon the 
superstitious element in man's nature to the 
utmost, and has fabricated so many false miracles, 
that it is not to be wondered at if hasty gener- 
alisers have refused credence to whatever tovours 
of supernatural power. 

But hasty generalisation is the fruitful source 
of many errors, and is, in an especial sense, the 
stumbling-block of the present day. Men who 
pretend to be philosophers take hasty glances 
at human history, and, perceiving well-marked 
tendencies of the human mind in the direction 
of superstition, conclude that all belief which 
transcends human reason must be superstitious. 
If they would follow the example of great physical 
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investigators, and seek for reliable facts rather 
than theories, and refuse to generalise beyond 
what well-ascertained facts will warrant, they 
would show more diffidence in pronouncing that 
all miracle is impossible. 

So far as mere a priori reasoning is concerned, 
we should be disposed to argue that just because 
the mind of man craves after miraculous attesta- 
tion, therefore God, in making a revelation, would 
accredit it by miracle. He would adapt Himself 
to the laws of man's mind, and bring that evidence 
before it which was best fitted to satisfy it; and 
no one who knows anything of psychology will 
deny that wherever man belieyes in miracle he 
instinctively sees the hand of God, and nothing 
else so efifectually awes him into submission to 
a higher power. 

It it be once granted that God has made a 
revelation at all, it is most natural and fitting 
that He should attest it by supernatural means; 
indeed, we know no other way in which a divine 
religion could be introduced into an imbeliving 
world — a religion most unpalatable to the human 
mind, and relying entirely upon moral force for Its 
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diffusion. The miracles of Christ, so far from 
being out of harmony with His mission, are indeed 
necessary to give it completeness and credibility. 
If He indeed came from God, and went to God, as 
He alleged, and was commissioned to announce 
new and startling truths hateful to the teachers of 
the day, was it not most reasonable that He should 
appeal to His Father in heaven for miraculous 
confirmation of His authority, and was it not most 
reasonable that God should answer that appeal? 
Surely, if the Christian religion is from God at all, 
it is worthy of being attested by miracles. It has 
to do with the most vital interests of man, and 
if God thought it essential for man to know ijt, 
why should He refuse that attestation which He 
could easily give, and without which it would be 
impossible to secure credence for it among 
mankind? It appears to us that the repugnance 
to miracles is closely connected with a repugnance 
to believe in a personal and living God. When- 
ever the mind tuUy receives the idea of God as 
a living, conscious Being, having a will and 
affections, as He is represented in the Bible to 
have, belief in miracles, when properly attested. 
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naturally follows; for it is impossible to believe 
that such a God as this would refuse to manifest 
Himself to man in the way that man's faculties can 
most surely apprehend Him. The disbelievers in 
miracles are in a great degree disbelievers in 
God — ^probably to a much greater extent than they 
are aware of, or would admit to be true. The God 
they believe in is a pantheistic abstraction or a 
figurative expression for the laws of nature — ^as 
Matthew Arnold has lately defined it to be, " the 
stream of tendency which all things have to fiilfil 
the law of their being." Their idea of God is not 
very far removed from atheism; He is one who 
shrouds Himself amid nature's laws, and sits far 
away, passionless and serene, like the Olympian 
deities of Homer, who quaffed nectar and 
feasted on ambrosia, regardless of the sufferings 
of man. He is, in fact, the slave of nature, not 
its ruler ; for He cannot suspend the laws He has 
set in motion. He cannot speak to man in audible 
accents, as that, forsooth, would be a departure 
from the etiquette of the universe ! Better that 
man should perish than that God should step out 
of the eternal silence to speak to his immortal 
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soul ! If the Bible tells us anything at all, it 
tells us that God is above nature and apart from 
nature, and it proves this in the only way 
which could ever have carried conviction to 
the ordinary human mind, viz., by miraculous 
interposition. 

It has always appeared to us an unaccountable 
fact that men of intelligence and moral worth 
should hold that the Christian religion is in some 
sense divine, and yet reject all that savours of 
the miraculous. There are many who go to the 
New Testament for moral teaching, and allow 
that Jesus Christ revealed more of God's mind 
than any prophet the world has seen, and yet 
regard as fabulous all His claims to supernatural 
power and all the miraculous doings recorded of 
Him. We hold that it is utterly impossible to 
separate the historical veracity of the New Tes- 
tament from its moral and spiritual teaching : 
they are interwoven in so close an embrace 
that they cannot be severed without mutual 
destruction. Mankind would never submit to 
the life of self-denial imposed by Christ if they 
were to think that He claimed powers that were 
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fictitious ; the sanction of His authority would be 
gone, the spell would be dissolved in an instant 
that taught men to die for His religion, the whole 
domain of revelation would be relegated to the 
limbo of 'mcertainty, and all efficient motive 
withdrawn to a liie of holiness. The absolute 
truthiulness of Christ is a first condition to the 
reception of His teaching, and not merely His 
absolute truthfiilness, but the sanction of His 
divine authority : it is the feeling that He speaks 
with the voice of God, and will one day be the 
Judge 01 men, which triumphs over man's inclina- 
tion to evil. Those know little of the struggles 
and self-denial that a life of faith imposes, who 
think that it can be sustained by a Christ who was 
full of illusions and errors. When He requires 
that we should pluck out our right eye and cut 
off our right hand rather than let them offend us, 
who would listen to the injunction, if the voice that 
spoke was that of an erring mortal? When He 
commands us to zun counter to the strongest 
currents of our nature, who would have grace to 
obey if none believed the Teacher to be divine? 
His teaching would be less weighty than that of 
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Socrates and Seneca, indeed infinitely less; for 
they laid claim to no imaginary powers : they 
delivered their message with much weight of 
learning and with undoubted sincerity of aim ; but 
Christ did not deign to avail Himself of human 
learning at all, and, according to this monstrous 
theory, enforced His teaching by pretended 
miracles, or, at least, by conniving at those who 
did so. To our mind, a more impossible theory 
was never imagined than that of a teacher charged 
with the most weighty truth, loving the souls of 
men even to the death, and yet fighting with the 
weapons of grossest deception. 

But some allege that Christ was Himself the 
victim of deception. He imagined He had miracu- 
lous power, and the ready credulity of the age 
ratified the claim. We are asked to contemplate 
the great Teacher, whose words penetrated the 
depths of man's nature, so weak as to suppose that 
He raised the dead and walked on the waves, 
while yet He was innocent of any power beyond 
what a spiritualist lays claim to now-a-days. The 
proposition needs only to be stated to be scouted 
with disgust ; it outrages, not merely all Christian 
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feeling, but all reverence for truth that abides 
in the human breast. 

The only theory that deserves to be seriously 
examined, is that which denies that Christ ever did 
or claimed to do anything miraculous, and that all 
the miracles recorded in the New Testament are 
the accretions of a later age that have gathered 
round the central figure. We are invited by this 
school to conceive of an ideal Christ, who taught 
moral truth, and exerted such influence by the 
purity of His life that His followers canonised 
Him, and surroimded Him, in ailer ages, with 
a corona of miracle, and put into His lips language 
He never uttered. 

This theory finds favour with many who have 
never weighed the excessive improbabilities it 
involves, or who shut their eyes to these impro- 
babilities because they are blinded by prejudice. 
We venture to say that if they were to take the 
New Testament in their hand, and run the pen 
ilirough every passage that would need to be 
expunged or altered on this theory, they would be 
astonished to find the consequences it involved 
them in, and if they would go fiirther and re-write 



Christianity Interwoven wtth Miracle, 8i 

the Gospel narrative on this improved pattern, 
we venture to predict that few honest men could 
avoid one or other of these alternatives — either 
reject as hopeless nonsense a book and religion so 
charged with falsehood, or reject the theory that 
involved such dreadful conclusions. 



CHAPTER IT. 

THE CHIEF MIRACLE OF ALL — ^THE RESURRECTION 
OF CHRIST — ^THE FOUNDATION OF CHRISTIANITY. 

BUT we will go into the matter more minutely, 
and attempt to show, in detail, some of the 
consequences that must be faced, if all the 
miraculous and supernatural element be expunged 
from the New Testament; and we will first deal 
with that foundation-stone of the Christian religion 
— ^the alleged resurrection of Christ We are willing 
to take this as a crucial test, believing that if it be 
untrue, the whole fabric of Christianity falls to the 
ground, and if it can be established, the other 
miracles recorded become both natural and credible. 
Now, if it be untrue that Christ rose from the 
dead, the following difficulties must be faced. The 
four EvangeUsts all give a minute and particular 
account of the Resurrection, differing, it is true, 
in some trifling details, but agreeing in all tlie lead- 
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ing features, and bearing every internal evidence 
of truthfulness. The very discrepancies show that 
there was no collusion between the writers, but that 
each described what he had seen or heard from his 
own point of view. The Evangelists themselves 
were either apostles who knew Christ intimately, or 
companions of the Apostles, and perfectly familiar 
with all that these knew about their Master, and 
who evidently wrote from the fulness of their 
knowledge. We are to suppose, then, that these 
godly men invented this pious fraud, and somehow 
palmed it off on the multitudes who embraced the 
Christian faith a few years after Christ's death ; and 
we are further to believe that all the Apostles them- 
selves conspired to propagate the fiction, and that 
they went about narrating everywhere that they had 
seen Christ repeatedly after His resurrection, that 
they had eaten and drunk with Him, handled Him, 
listened to His voice, and finally beheld Him, with 
their own eyes, ascending to Heaven from the 
Mount of Olives. We are further to believe that 
they invented a whole system of doctrines, based 
upon the resurrection of Christ, and that they went 
about the world proclaiming this as essential to the 
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salvation of men, appealing to God, in the most 
solemn manner, to sanction the falsehood, and 
willing to endure persecution, and to lay down 
life itself in attestation of the lie. We are further 
to believe that they taught this fabulous story so 
connectedly and harmoniously that their followers 
never detected any disagreement, or suspected 
them of inventing it Though Peter and Paul and 
James are recorded to have differed on ceremonial 
questions, and to have had sliarp disputes, yet we are 
to believe that they never suftered a hint to escape 
them in one unguarded moment, that their story ot 
the resurrection was a myth; nay, that they kept 
the secret so well during their whole lives that a great 
multitude of believers, in all parts of the world, 
received it as the comer-stone of their religion, 
many of whom suffered and died for it, and not one 
of whom that we know of ever doubted it ; and the 
countless millions of believers who have followed 
have all shared this delusion, lived in the belief 
that the risen Saviour was at God's right hand, 
and had given them in His resurrection a pledge 
that they would likewise rise from their graves. 
Again, we have the memorable circumstance 
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that the Gospel narratives all record the Resur- 
rection in a way that reflects discredit on the 
Apostles themselves. They are represented as 
having received from Christ Himself in His lifetime 
several intimations of His approaching death and 
resurrection, and yet when He was betrayed they 
all forsook Him and fled ; and Peter, His boldest 
follower, denied Him thrice with oaths: and so 
entirely did they lose confidence in their Master, 
that when He rose from the grave they were 
utterly incredulous, and refiised to believe till 
Christ had showed Himself to them several times 
in the most unmistakeable manner. How came 
it that the Apostles allowed such a discreditable 
version to get afloat if the whole affair was a 
concoction of their own? Was ever such an 
absurdity known as a body of men inventing 
a stupendous fiction, and then narrating it so as 
to mortify their self-esteem in the most poignant 
manner? Had they narmted the resurrection in 
such a way as to set forth their own glory, or 
secure some earthly advantage for themselves, it 
might have been maintained with some ^how of 
ireason that they had conspired to delude the 
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world; but that they should have invented this 
lie, and told it, in a way most humiliatmg to 
themselves, and submitted to be treated as the 
offscourings of the earth all the rest of their lives, 
simply to hoax mankind, is a theory so prepos- 
terous that we marvel any man should hold it 
who has not parted company with his reason or 
his conscience. 

But we will put aside this theory of wilful 
imposture, and deal with anotlier alternative — 
that of unconscious illusion on the part of the 
Evangelists and all the twelve. This is the 
favourite view of modem rationalists; they have 
boundless faith in human credulity, and have no 
difficulty in reconciling the purest moral teaching 
with the most complete hallucination. They hold 
that the disciples of Christ were the victims of 
their heated imaginations, or, as some of them 
would put it, so impregnated with Messianic 
expectations that they fancied they saw Christ 
after He was risen, and dreamed the beautiful 
myth of His ascension from the Mount of Olives. 
What a mass of absurdities this theory brings to 
view ! These men, so godly, so simple in their 
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lives, so truthlike in all their statements, so utterly 
unlike the visionary in their entire cast of cha- 
racter — ^these men, so matter of fact in their 
mental constitution that they were always mis- 
understanding their Master when He spoke in 
parables, and needed to question Him whenever 
He used figurative language — these men so slow 
to learn spiritual truths, so carnal in their first con- 
ceptions of Christ's Kingdom, we are to conceive 
of, as with one consent dreaming the wildest 
dream that ever entered the mind of man — ^a dream 
of an empty tomb, of a vision of angels, of an 
apparition of their Master during forty days, of His 
dialogue with Thomas, of that imbelieving disciple 
thrusting his hands into the prints of the nails, and 
lastly of tlieir Master's ascension to heaven 1 These 
simple and guileless men, most of them rustics 
from Galilee, are somehow all to imagine they saw 
these things, and all to relate them with unvary- 
ing uniformity during their lifetime, and to teach 
them with such evident sincerity that the Church 
of Christ from that day to this has never doubted 
them ! We are further to suppose that the Apostle 
Paul was the victim of sheer hallucination lyhen 

7* 



88 The Credibility of the Christian Religion. 

he saw the heavenly vision, that he was changed 
from being the bitter persecutor of the Christians 
to their greatest champion, all through a piece 
of phantasmagoria, that, in fact, his whole mind 
and character were changed as by the spell of 
an enchanter I So removed is the process from 
all that we know of human life and conduct, 
that we find ourselves involuntarily thinking of 
Aladdin's lamp or the wand of Circe; for surely 
no poet of romance ever dreamed of sorcery 
more imearthly than those men of pure reason 
who transform Saul the bigoted Pharisee into 
Paul the Apostle of the Gentiles by a stroke of 
the magician's wand! Surely, to these modem 
ideologists nothing is impossible! That Pio 
Nono should dream a dream some night and 
the next day awake a follower of John Wesley, 
with a complete, well-balanced Protestant creed, 
would appear nothing impossible 1 — ^that he should 
go about the world denouncing his former life 
as wicked and his former religion as false — ^that 
he should submit to intense privations in defence 
of his new creed, and finally lay down his life 
for it — ^would all prove nothing as to the soundness 
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of his convictions, nor involve the necessity of 
believing for a moment that he gave a true account 
of the method of his conversion! This marvellous 
phenomenon could all be explained by supposing 
a mental hallucination! Truly, in their eyes the 
region of spiritual ideas is a region of enchant- 
ment! — it lies far above and beyond all rules 
of evidence, all rational and moral considerations ! 
They have no difficulty in conceiving that the 
acute and logical mind of Paul should have 
performed a somersault in a single hour, abjured 
the faith of his prime and taught a system the 
exact contrary of it for the remaining thirty years 
of his life; that this system should have been 
reasoned out with such convincing power as to 
mould Christian theology for all time, and enforced 
with such self-sacrifice as none but the Master 
Himself ever surpassed ; and yet the basis of this 
sublime life, of this marvellous edifice of Christian 
doctrine, was the fantastic dream that one day at 
noon the Lord Jesus spoke to him from heaven ! 

We envy not those whose spiritual diagnosis 
is so grotesque; we envy noj: those moral per- 
ceptions which can praise the great Apostle, and 
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convict him in the same breath of being a lunatic. 
We have difficulty in conceiving on what founda- 
tion they would plant morality at all, when they 
hold that the best religion may be taught on 
a basis of puerile fiction! In what respect is 
St Paul to be placed above Joe Smith or Joanna 
Southcote, not to speak of Mahomet, if his story 
of the heavenly vision is nonsense, and all his 
teaching about the resurrection a fable? They 
will say that his morality is purer; but even that 
may be questioned, for, on their theory, he taught 
men to cast away their earthly goods, to face 
the disruption of family, to risk life itself — ^all 
for belief in a myth. As Demetrius the silversmith 
truly said, he turned the world upside down; 
and, as he himself said more truly still, "If Christ 
be not raised ... ye are yet in your sins . . . 
and we are, of all men, most miserable." He 
did indeed fill the world with confusion, and 
brought nothing but privation and earthly loss 
to the followers of the new religion, and it would 
be a strange sort of morality if it were to be held 
that all this could rightfully be accomplished by 
preaching the illusion of a fevered brain I 
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Nothing is more remarkable with this School 
of Scepticism than their Proteus-like habit of 
changing their front; no sooner are they dis- 
lodged from one position than they take up 
another, and when you think you have caught 
them on one or other horn of a dilemma — ^alas I 
vain thought, they escape under a new disguise. 

There are some who hold that the Apostles 
neither believed nor taught the resurrection at all, but 
simply repeated the moral teachings of Christ ; and 
that the Gospel narratives are superstitious legends. 

We feel, in contemplating this theory, as if history 
were dissolving into cloudland, as if the solid 
earth were leaving our feet, and all things melting 
into primeval chaos; we feel as though we were 
confronted by the assertion that Alexander never 
conquered Persia, or fought with Darius, — that 
his very existence was doubtful; that Curtius and 
Arrian, Plutarch and Diodorus invented the story 
of his career, as Homer may have imagined the 
adventures of Ulysses, or Tennyson the "Idylls 
of the King" I But we dare not dismiss this last 
conceit with mere irony; we must probe it to 
the bottom and unmask its absurdity. 
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Two out of the four Gospels are professedly 
written by apostles, viz., Matthew and John; but 
as the authorship of the last is impugned by some 
modem sceptics, we will, for our present purpose, 
not insist upon it The first Gospel has always 
been allowed to be the work of the apostle whose 
name it bears. But even that point we are willing 
to forego, for the purpose of this argument, and we 
will meet our opponents on their own ground, that 
the writers of the four Gospels are unknown. 
Their theory is, that those accounts are a mixture 
of truth and fable, and that all the miracles, and 
especially the resurrection, are creations of an age 
subsequent to the Apostolic. But the difficulty at 
once arises, how can the Gospels, and especially 
the first three, be the product of a late age, when 
we find them largely quoted by the earliest Church 
fathers — ^by men who flourished within a century to 
a century and a-half of the death of Christ? They 
were quoted as holy Scripture by men like Justin- 
Martjrr and Irenseus, who take it for granted in their 
writings that they were the recognised code of the 
Christian Church. It is self-evident that the three 
first Gospels at least belonged to a very early age. 
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They must have been written, if not in the lifetime 
of the Apostles, at the very latest in the lifetime 
of those who succeeded the Apostles. This is a 
fact which it is impossible for men to deny who 
know anything of historical criticism. We can 
now measure the credibility of this theory, which 
imputes to the writers of those Gospels the fabri- 
cation of the story of tlie Resurrection, a story 
which, according to them, the Aposties never 
taught at all. We are to suppose that the whole 
Christian Church scattered round the shores of the 
Mediterranean, and formed by the personal 
teaching of the Apostles, and especially of St. Paul, 
should be unable to detect in the following genera- 
tion so gross an imposition as this — ^that they 
should receive narratives as sacred, teach them as 
the Word of God, and make them the rule of the 
universal Church, which narratives were totally 
different from the oral teaching of the Aposdes 
some thirty or forty before. Is it not preposterous 
to suppose that the teaching of the Apostles 
should be so entirely lost in their lifetime, that a 
^bulous version of it should gain ascendancy all 
over the Christian Church, and that the true 
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account should be so wholly lost that not a trace 
has come down to us? That is the consequence we 
must face if we are to suppose that the Apostles 
never taught the Resurrection of Christ nor the 
other miracles, and tliat these were invented by the 
mendacious writers of the four Gospels. But this 
is only one side of the case. The Acts of the 
Apostles and the Epistles of Paul all testify to the 
truth of the Gospel narratives ; and the genuineness 
of most of them has never been seriously called 
in question. Indeed many of the Epistles of Paul 
can be proved to be his by a cliain of evidence 
as clear as the iEneid can be traced to Virgil or 

* 

the Commentaries of the Conquest of Gaul to 
Julius Cassar. It is perfectly clear from them, even 
if the four Gospels be put out of court, that the 
resurrection was taught by the Apostles, and was, 
indeed, the comer-stone of their edifice. We can 
hardly bring ourselves to suppose that any man 
of intelligence and moral sense can really believe 
that the companions and Apostles of Christ did 
not teach the doctrine of tlie Resurrection; and we 
have only noticed this theory because it has been 
hastily put forward to shelter men from believing 
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anything definite regarding the fects of tlie 
Christian religion. 

It is, indeed, as certain as anything in the past 
can be, that the Apostles taught the Resurrection 
of our Saviour as a fact, which they were cognisant 
of by their bodily senses, and as sure of as they 
were of tlieir own existence ; and not only did the 
twelve witness this fact, but St Paul affirms that 
five hundred brethren beheld the risen Lord, most 
of whom were still living at the time he wrote. 
Building upon this undoubted foundation, we hold 
that he who denies the Resurrection of our Lord 
denies a historical fact, resting upon indubitable 
evidence ; nay, he does violence to his own moral 
nature, for he forces his mind into an imnatural 
posture, before he can extort firom his under- 
standing a verdict so opposed to the laws of 
evidence. We maintain that an unbeliever who has 
so warped his mind as to deny the Resurrection, 
after studying the subject in all its bearings, must 
have arrived at that point where the confines of 
truth and falsehood are lost, and the power of dis- 
cerning moral evidence is fatally impaiied. 



CHAPTER in. 

THE MIRACLES OF CHRIST IN KEEPING WITH HIS 
CHARACTER AND CLAIMS. 

WE now pass from the Resurrection of Christ 
to the miracles He is recorded to have 
wrought, and, supposing that the former is proved, 
we hold that the latter can readily be shown to follow 
as a natural sequence. The Resurrection of our 
Lord at once stamps Him as a being transcendently 
glorious : it does not in itself prove Him to be 
divine, because He was not the first or only one 
recorded in the Bible to have risen firom the grave, 
but it puts God's stamp upon the truth of His 
teaching, and the validity of His claims ; for who 
can suppose for a moment the Most High would 
have wrought so great a miracle on behalf of one 
whose teaching was untrue, or even partially true, 
or who laboured under an illusion as to his person 
and mission? Would not that be making Almighty 
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God an accessory to a scheme for duping mankind ? 
The thing is revolting. If God suspended the fun- 
damental laws of nature, and unbarred the gates of 
death for the sake of Him who claimed to be His 
only begotten and well-beloved Son, it was to ratify 
these claims, and demonstrate them for all time to 
be absolutely true ; for it must be remembered that 
the fact of the resurrection stood in unique relation 
to Christ; He had staked His character, so to 
speak, upon that great event; He had repeatedly 
foretold it to His disciples, and spoken of it in 
connection with His Crucifixion as the supreme 
work of His life, and the accomplishment of the 
grand purpose of God, foretold in the Scriptures, 
for the redemption of mankind, Christ Himself 
submitted, so to speak, the genuineness of His 
work to this crucial test Had He remained in 
the tomb, mankind would have known that one 
more fanatic had been exposed; but in His glo- 
rious resurrection and ascension to heaven the 
stamp of Divine authority was placed for all time 
upon the work and words of our Redeemer. 

When this view of the Resurrection is once 
admitted into the mind, the miracles of Christ 
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appear the natural outcome of His work. They 
appear entirely in keeping with His person and 
character. Surely, if He was the Son of God 
in that transcendent sense He claimed — a sense 
so far above what any mere human being could 
aspire to, that the Jews founded upon it a charge 
of blasphemy, and adjudged Him to death on 
that account alone, then it would be most reason- 
able that He should show that power over nature 
which His disciples had a right to expect And 
we find accordingly that Christ constantly appeals 
to His works on behalf of His Messiahship. His 
language was — "If ye believe not Me, believe 
My works," and this appeal sufficed for the 
common people, for they followed him in crowds, 
marvelling at the wonderful works He did, and 
acclaiming Him " the Son of David." The whole 
Gospel narrative becomes unintelligible without 
these miracles. It is impossible to believe that 
one brought up in the house of a carpenter till 
He was thirty years of age. could in three short 
years have convulsed Palestine, and founded a 
new religion of such marvellous vitality, without 
miracles. Had He done so much merely by 
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delivering moral aphorisms, it would have beeu 
the greatest miracle the world ever saw ! 

Then, the miracles of Christ are unlike the 
creations of human fancy; they are not vain 
displays of power, like the legends of superstition, 
but are all wrought for healing and beneficent 
purposes. They are never obtruded merely to 
frighten bystanders, or even silence gainsayers; 
they are never associated with the semblance of 
boasting, or with any of those motives which 
mere human fancy draws upon to account for 
miracles; they fall with perfect appropriateness 
into the scheme of His life ; they are like Christ, 
and like Christ only of all beings that have 
appeared upon this earth; and we deny that all 
the genius of man could have invented such a 
set of miracles as are recorded in the New Testa- 
ment, or grouped them in such a harmonious 
manner around the person of our Redeemer. His 
miracles, like His sapngs, are Chrisdike, and have 
no parallel in the history of mankind; and His 
whole personality is so unique that it ,is folly to 
talk of it as an emanation from - the brains of 
His followers. 
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But we wish to call special attention to the 
fact that the miracles of Christ are inseparably 
connected with His sayings, and that it is impos- 
sible to reject the one and hold on to the other. 
His miracles are quite as credible as His sayings ; 
and it is clear that, if the former are untrue, the 
latter must also be so. It is a common view 
of deists, that Christ simply taught men their 
duty towards God, keeping Himself in the back- 
ground; but this is quite opposed to the Gospel 
narratives. We find in all of them that much 
of Christ's teaching related to Himself, to His 
person, His mission, and its results. He insists 
upon Himself being the promised Messiah, and 
makes the admission of His personal authority 
the touchstone of discipleship. He says to Peter, 
" Whom do men say that I, the Son of man, am Y* 
and when Peter replies, "Thou art the Christ, 
the Son o£ the living God," He answers, " Simon 
Barjona, flesh and blood have not revealed it 
unto thee, but my Father which is in Heaven." 
In that most solemn description of the Last 
Judgment, given in the 25th chapter of Matthew, 
He describes Himself in the most striking language 
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as the Judge of mankind, and pronounces doom 
on every human being, according as they have 
done it unto the least of these His brethren. He 
uniformly assumes the right of forgiving men's 
sins, and reading their secret thoughts. He makes 
faith in Himself the absolute condition of salvation, 
and expressly forbids any attempt to approach 
the Father except through Him. " I am the way, 
the truth and the life; no man cometh imto the 
Father but by Me." He describes Himself as the 
perfect likeness of the Father. He says to Philip, 
*' He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father, and 
why sayest thou then, show us the Father?" In that 
solemn moment, when He stood before Caiaphas, 
with the shadow of the cross falling athwart His 
path. He abated not a jot of His claims; "never- 
theless ye shall see the Son of man standing at the 
right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of 
heaven." When the last scene closes, and He 
ascends to His Father from Mount Olivet, His 
parting words were, "All power is given unto Me 

* 

in heaven and earth; go ye, therefore, and teach 

all nations, baptising them in the name of the 

Father, of the Son and of the Holy Ghost, teacliing 

8 
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them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you ; and lo, I am with you always, 
even unto the end of the world." 

This claim to supernatural powers runs through 
the whole of Christ's teaching, and yet it is com- 
bined in so marvellous a fashion with a life of 
humiliation, and so steady a refusal to use these 
powers for any purpose of self-aggrandisement, thai 
we are constrained to say, with the Roman Cen- 
turion, " Truly this man was the Son of God." 

It is, however, a fact — surprising though it be 
— that men are to be found who appear to have 
drunk into the Spirit of Christ, who yet reject 
the miracles of the New Testament, and, indeed,, 
question the authenticity of the whole framework 
of Christianity. The hyper-refinement of our day 
has developed an extraordinary type of mind — a 
hybrid, so to speak, between reason and mysticism ; 
and it would be unfair to deny that gleams oi 
Divine light have reached the souls of some, from 
the glorious person of Christ, who yet question 
the truth of the Gospel narratives. But the great 
mistake they make — and many have fallen into 
it — is this: they hold that the Christian religion 
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may be universally taught in this mystical way, 
and that mankind may learn a purer faith by 
exploding its historical and dogmatic basis. That 
this is an entire delusion we have not the shadow 
of a doubt; and that it is held by a few high- 
minded men, who have imbibed many of the pre- 
cepts of Christ, we attribute to the common 
mistake of judging of universal human nature by 
the phenomena of one's own mind. This mystical 
Christianity, which they hold, is only rendered 
possible by the atmosphere of genuine belief which 
surrounds them. Were it not that the historical 
facts of Christianity are lodged in the public mind, 
and supply the motives to the great bulk of the 
earnest Christian life that exists, it would not be 
possible for even these few men to live on the 
ethereal essence tliey have sublimed out of the 
system. They are quite unconsciously paying 
homage to the atmosphere of orthodox belief, 
which they inhale, despite their efforts to the con- 
trary, and without which their visionary systems 
would crumble into dust If they could succeed ia 
demolishing the historic and doctrinal foundation 

of Christianity, and reduce it to that nebulous 
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substance they profess to revere, they would be 
astonished to find even their platform of belief 
slipping from under their feet; they would dis- 
cover, when too late, that they had unchained the 
tempest; and having loosened the only hold that 
religion can have on common minds — ^viz., an 
undoubting belief in its truth, they would stand 
aghast to see the rush of wickedness that would 
fill the vacant ground. Their flimsy theories 
would be swept away like cobwebs ; having " sown 
the wind they would reap the whirlwind." It is 
not impossible for a set of philosophic Deists to 
exist in the midst of a Christian community, 
holding the moral precepts of Christianity, and 
influenced powerfully by the ideal . beauty of 
Christ; but it is quite impossible for their 
descendants to hold the same ground, if the 
common framework of belief were swept away* 
No ungodly man could reach Christian faith by the 
devious path they climbed. It is possible to begin 
by a simple faith, and end in philosophic 
abstractions; but it is contrary to experience to 
begin by abstractions and end in simple faith 
The Encyclopedists, who preceded the French 



Mtracies of Christy 6v. 105 

Revolution, taught doctrines subversive of all 
authority, human and divine; but they clothed 
them in so graceful an attire, that no one, not even 
themselves, suspected the awful consequences they 
would lead to. Were they not sublime philo- 
sophers who could plant religion and morality 
on better foundations than priestcraft had done ! 
So thought they, and so thought the shallow 
generation that applauded their wit; but when 
their destructive principles sunk into the minds of 
the common people, what a hell was let loose! 
Superstition, forsooth, was overthrown, but — ^horrid 
substitute ! — 2l harlot was installed as goddess of 
reason; and from that day to this French 
in.tellectual society has drifted to and fro in the 
dreary sea of Atheism, ever putting forward new 
theories of religion, which follow each other like 
bubbles on the surface of a stream. It is well 
shown there how hopeless it is to construct a 
religion when once the roots of simple faith are cut 
off. Having destroyed belief in God's revelation, 
French philosophers may revolve in vicious circles 
to the end of time without discovering a substitute. 
They may denounce in bitterest language the vices 
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that corrupt the nation, but they will never reach 
the only true remedy — ^the conscience awakeped to 
the voice of God \ and regeneration, if it ever come 
to that unbelieving and dissolute race, must be on 
the old lines of "The Apostles and Prophets, Jesus 
Christ Himself being the chief comer-stone." 
We conclude our argument on miracles by ob- 
serving that those who seek to discredit them, are 
trying to pull down one of the chief buttresses of 
the Christian religion; and we would address to 
them a warning, like that which Gamaliel gave to 
the Chief Priests of the Jews : " Refrain from this 
thing, and let it alone, lest haply ye be found even 
to fight against God," 



CHAPTER IV. 

ARGUMENT FOR CHRISTIANITY FROM THE 
GRANDEUR OF ITS HOPES. 

A CONVINCING argument in favour of the Chris- 
tian religion is the incomparable grandeur of the 
hopes which it opens to mankind. Alone, of all the 
shrines at which man has worshipped, does it afford 
a sure and blessed hope of immortality. The heathen 
religions had only dim forebodings of the future 
state; the life to come was rather a theme for poets 
than an influential belief; indeed, it had so weak a 
hold, even on philosophers, that the Scripture 
simply expresses the truth when it declares that 
"life and immortality were brought to light by the 
GospeL" Till the Resurrection of Christ had un- 
barred the gates of death, there was no vital belief 
in the life to come among the Gentiles, and but 
a feeble one among the Jews. From that time 
forth the immortality of the soul has been an axiom 
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wherever the Gospel of Christ has been received. 
And how vastly superior to the pictures of human* 
fancy is the Christian revelation of the future state! 
Compare the Elysian Fields of Virgil or the sen- 
sual Paradise of Mahomet with the New Jerusalem 
of revelation. In the first we have the Trojan 
heroes pursuing their former sports amid shady, 
groves, and amusing themselves with horses and 
armour, the copies of what they did battle with 
on earth. The Mahomedan falls below even the. 
Pagan ideal; for his Heaven is one of gross; 
physical indulgence, where all the appetites of the. 
body are gratified on an exaggerated scale. But 
hark what the Seer of Patmos beheld of the 
Christians' Home in Glory. "And I John saw the 
holy city. New Jerusalem, coming down from God 
out of Heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for hei 
husband; and I heard a great voice out of Heaven, 
saying, Behold the tabernacle of God is with men, 
and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His 
people, and God Himself shall be with them, and 
be their God, and God shall wipe away all tears* 
from their eyes, and there shall be no more death, 
neither sorrow or crying, neither shall there be any 
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more pain, for the former things are passed away.** 
Again, "He carried me away in the spirit to a great 
and high mountain and showed me that great city, 
the holy Jerusalem, descending out of Heaven from 
God, having the glory of God, and her light was 
like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper- 
stone, clear as crystal And I saw no temple 

dierein, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb 
are the temple of it, and the city had no need of 
the sun, neither of the moon to shine in it, for 
the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is 
the light thereof, and the nations of them which are 
saved shall walk in the light of it, and the kings of 
the earth do bring their glory and honour into it, 
and the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day, 
for there shall be no night there, and they shall 
bring the glory and honour of the nations into it, 
and there shall in nowise enter into it anything that 
defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination 
or maketh a lie, but they which are written in the 
Lamb's Book of Life." 

Where shall we find, outside the book of inspi- 
ration, imagery so sublime as this? Where shall 
we find hopes so fitted to elevate the soul of man, 
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and carry it triumphantly across the dark river 
of death? The Christian religion alone of all 
others has stripped the charnel-house of its terrors, 
and enabled the believer to say, " O, death, where 
is thy stmg? O, grave, where is thy victory?" 
Contrast with these joyful expectations the cold 
and feeble light which Deism casts upon the grave; 
it shuts out of view the Resurrection of Christ, 
for its system is complete without it; it bases 
its hopes of immortality upon the dim gropirigs 
after a future state which reason and the light of 
nature supply; but it has no comfort to oflfer the 
trembling soul about to depart, naked and solitary, 
into the presence of that Holy One whose eye can- 
not look upon iniquity; it has no Saviour to present 
to the burdened conscience, shrinking from the 
disclosure of all its past life to the Judge from 
whom nothing can be hid. It exhorts to a general 
trust in the mercy of God; but the soul wants 
something stronger to lean upon; it craves after the 
sure Word of God, and this is found nowhere 
except in Holy Writ Weak and feeble are the 
best consolations that human philosophy can offer 
to the dying, compared with these weighty words 
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which inspired wisdom has placed on record. No- 
where can the value of our religion be tested better 
than at that supreme crisis ; if it is worth anything 
it is a sheet-anchor then. Who ever heard of a 
dying Christian repenting of his religion ; who ever 
knew of one regretting that he had loved Christ too 
much, and served Him too well ! Can the same 
be said of the votaries of Deism ? We have heard 
strange tales of the last hours of Voltaire, of 
Rousseau, of Tom Paine, and even of that cold- 
blooded sceptic, David Hume. We question if 
many opponents of Christianity, standing on the 
confines of eternity, have viewed their past life with 
satisfaction; we question if any, with their life to 
spend over again, would choose to have it the 
same. We are certain that many would gladly 
change lots with the dying Christian. ' 

The fact is, Christianity comes in with Divine 
power just at the point where all forms of human 
religion break down. It faces boldly the mysteries 
connected with death, and gloriously solves them. 
Other religions are confounded at the dreary 
contrast between the goodness of God and the 
painful dissolution of the creatures He has made. 
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They cannot explain it on their theories of uni- 
versal benevolence; but the Bible steps in and tells 
the story of man's fall and God's remedy. It 
shows us the holiness of God in such dazzling 
purity that human corruption appears doubly dark, 
and the necessity is made plain of a release from 
this body oft sin and death, in order that ''this 
corruptible may put on incorruption and this 
mortal immortality." 

We do not deny that there are mysteries even 
in the Bible account of man's state and destiny ; 
but they are less, far less than those which any form 
of human philosophy must contend with. The 
Bible does not create these difficulties ; they existed 
antecedent to it, and baffled all the wisdom of 
antiquity. The Bible aids us vastly in their 
solution, but it does not wholly remove them. Nor 
is this to be wondered at. The infinite mind 
of God, as we already remarked, can only be 
revealed in part to the feeble comprehension ot 
finite man. We only " see through a glass darkly." 
The Bible illumines the point of contact between 
God and man ; but the lines that proceed from this 
point stretch into unknown regions^ and as God has 
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revealed nothing merely to satisfy curiosity, we soon 
lose ourselves when we attempt to reason on those 
deep subjects which do not directly concern us. 
That evil should be permitted to exist at all is an 
insoluble mystery. The Bible does not unravel it, 
and it is no discredit to it that it does not make the 
attempt But it shows how it may be got rid of, 
so far as each individual soul is concerned; and the 
remainder of the mystery we must leave to that 
time when " we shall see face to face ;" and we may 
feel sure that then there will be ample ground for 
that adoring song with which the great multitude 
surround the throne, " who have come out of all 
nations and kindreds, and people and tongues, and 
who have washed their robes and made them ;white 
in the blood of the Lamb." 

A great part ot the difficulties that surround the 
Christian revelation disappears when the principle 
of faith is allowed its proper place in the heart 
Rationalism rebels against this. How can I believe 
what I cannot understand? is its cry. It takes 
up a combative position from the very first, and 
allows no truth to enter the spiritual faculties that 
has not first passed the narrow gateway of man's 
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finite reason: But God addresses Himself directly 
to man's spiritual nature. He knows that it can 
respond directly, and can verify the truth of what 
He says by tests sufficient for the real requirements 
of our nature. God does not seek in the Bible to 
do violence to our rational constitution. It is a 
false faith that seeks to crush the clear verdict of 
reason; and He who created the human mind is 
careful not to hurt its powers when He appeals to 
our spiritual nature; but still the truth is clearly 
stated in the Bible that " The natural man knoweth 
not the things of the Spirit of God, nor can know 
them, because they are spiritually discerned," and 
for this reason it is vain to expect to explain away 
every difficulty that mere human reason may start 
against the Christian scheme. This permanent 
cause of unbelief resides in the carnal mind of 
man, and often the only answer that can be given 
to its questionings is, " Thus saith the Lord." This 
does not dispense us from seeking to remove all 
obstacles that will yield to learning and research ; 
but it will guard against the illusion that all cavils 
will be silenced, or even all honest difficulties set 

* 

at rest by any explanations it lies in the power of 
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the Christian apologist to render. The last and 
final appeal of Christianity is to the soul en- 
lightened by the Spirit of God ; and we make bold 
to say that no one who has searched the Scriptures 
in devout submission to the Divine will, has failed 
to find them "given by inspiration of God, and 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness, that the man of 
God may be perfect, thoroughly fiunished unto all 
good works." 
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